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Abstract 

 

Since its formation as a discipline, archaeology has written grand narratives of 

movement which has often focused upon how the Neolithic arrived at the British and 

Irish Isles (see Childe 1940; Piggott 1954; Thomas 2013; Sheridan 2010). However, 

once established, early Neolithic communities are often viewed as being static with 

little changing until the late Neolithic. Yet early Neolithic communities frequently moved 

and in western Scotland and Cumbria, this movement was not just through land, but 

communities possessed a maritime spirit which saw expert sailors navigate hazardous 

waters in vessels of wood and hide (Garrow & Sturt 2011; Robinson 2013). These 

vessels carried crews and passengers as well as cargos of animals and material 

culture to monuments, specific fixed points within the landscape which brought short-

distance communities together which not only involved the living, but also the dead 

(Whittle et al. 2011). Furthermore, through webs of networks within the British and Irish 

isles, infrequent long-distance contacts are shown through polished stone axes 

(Bradley & Edmonds 1993). Additionally, each step of movement, each interaction with 

human and animal, whether living or dead and each decision made during the 

construction of material culture builds an identity (Leary & Kador 2016). Although 

movement, contact and identity can rarely be seen in the archaeological record, it is 

important to remember that every piece of material culture tells a story of movement, 

contact and identity in the established Neolithic of western Scotland and Cumbria and 

its place within the wider context of Britain and Ireland. 
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ÑőŔƚШƓċŊĲШŔƚШŔŰƣĲŰƣŔŸŰċũũǃШĤũċŰť  



 
  

Chapter One: Introduction 

 

The introduction of the Neolithic in Britain c. 4000 BC has been fiercely debated since 

the formation of archaeology as a discipline and has often been focused on southern-

England (Thomas 1996; 2013; Sheridan 2004; 2010; Whittle et al. 2011). Yet, as these 

debates rage on, by whichever mechanism presented, once arrived there has been a 

general acceptance that Britain blanket adopted Neolithic practices as an almost 

homogenous entity conducted identically throughout with little change occurring until 

the late Neolithic c. 3300 BC. Therefore, this thesis will only briefly touch on the 

Mesolithic-Neolithic transitionary period and will instead focus on time frame between 

3700-3300 BC and will be classed from here on as the established Neolithic.   

One aspect of Mesolithic-Neolithic transition which has been agreed on is it is 

impossible that Neolithic practices did not arrive in Britain dry-shod and that boats will 

have been utilised for movement from continental Europe to Britain (Callaghan & 

Scarre 2009; Garrow & Sturt 2011; McGrail 1998; Sheridan 2004). It was first noted 

by O.G.S. Crawford in 1912 that the Irish Sea has long served as a main artery into 

the British and Irish Isles and from this work, projects aimed at different parts of Britain 

and Ireland along the waterway for mainland Scotland (Sheridan 2004; Thomas 2004), 

the Inner and Outer Hebrides (Armit 2009; Garrow & Sturt 2011), Wales (Peterson 

2003; Williams & Jenkins 2005), Isle of Man (Darvill 1996; 2004) as well as Ireland 

(Cooney 2000; 2004; Sheridan 2004) have been published regarding the arrival of the 

Neolithic. Yet, much like their terrestrial counterparts, maritime studies have focused 

themselves on that initial arrival followed by the acceptance that the Neolithic was then 

taken up simultaneously and practised unanimously.  
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This has often led to the Neolithic being studied in the past as being static where 

communities became entirely sedentary, established settlements and engaged in 

farming which formed the basis for the ómarch towards civilisationô (Bradley 2007; 

Darvill 2010). The evolution of archaeology as a discipline has seen a move away from 

such ideologies and as archaeological excavations increased in their attention to 

detail, it presented opportunities for the exploration of mobility within the Neolithic 

through the landscape (see Whittle et al. 2011) and seascape (Callaghan & Scarre 

2009; 2017). Projects such as these not only changed the way the Neolithic was 

viewed, but also how terrestrial and marine landscapes were interacted with as 

communities moved through the landscape (Tilley 1994; 1996).   

Communities within the Neolithic were not alone and movement throughout 

landscapes and seascapes will have brought communities in contact with each other. 

Whether positive, neutral or negative interactions took place will never be known from 

the Neolithic, but connections between communities creates opportunities for the trade 

of objects, exchanges of people and the mixing of ideas. Through moving and contact, 

connections made may be singular events or long-term relationships which will not 

always have been friendly or amicable.  

Through interactions of contact and the connections which come from this help form 

the identity of a group. These identities are forged through both positive and negative 

interactions with other communities where one community differentiates itself from 

another. Identities are told and retold through community actions and stories which 

draw on past events reaffirming the place of a community within the world. 

Furthermore, these identity affirming stories and events will also place views of identity 

on other communities whether through direct contact or by proxy. 
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1.1: Background to the Thesis 

 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΤдΤдΣдΤжЮÑőĲЮĦċƚĲЮƚƣƨĬǃЮċƖĲċЮŸŉЮƽĲƚƣĲƖŰЮÉĦŸƣũċŰĬЮċŰĬЮ9ƨůĤƖŔċЮċŰĬЮŔŰĦũƨĬĲƚЮƣőĲЮĦŸƨŰƣŔĲƚЮŸŉЮ ƖŊǃũũЮ҂Ю7ƨƣĲеЮ
ǃƖƚőŔƖĲеЮ?ƨůŉƖŔĲƚЮ҂Ю]ċũũŸƽċǃЮċŰĬЮ9ƨůĤƖŔċ 

 

For this thesis, western Scotland and Cumbria were selected as the case study area 

for the established Neolithic and will encompass the modern counties of Argyll & Bute, 

Dumfries & Galloway, North Ayrshire, South Ayrshire, Cumbria and will also include 

the offshore islands (Figure 1.1.1). These areas have been subject to intensive 

excavations which has uncovered a volume of sites, particularly funerary monuments. 

However, a limitation this research of this is many of these sites were fully excavated 

by antiquarians or early archaeologists in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. This 

has led to sites being excavated and recorded poorly (if at all), especially in relation to 

animal and plant remains. Following World War II, re-excavations of sites within the 

study area saw an increase in better excavation and recording methods which allowed 
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archaeologists to recover artefacts such as lithics and pottery that were either missed 

during initial excavations or not deemed important enough and returned into the site 

with the spoil.   

More recently, research and developer led archaeology across the study area has 

allowed for the re-opening of chambered cairns at Blasthill, Kintyre (Cummings & 

Robinson 2015) and White Cairn, Bargrennan (Cummings & Fowler 2007) alongside 

the exploration of cave sites at Ulva Cave, Ulva (Bonsall 1990), and Dog Hole Cave, 

Westmorland & Furness (Benson & Bland, 1963) together with archaeological 

landscapes at Fox Plantation, Dumfries & Galloway (MacGregor 1999), Stainton West, 

Westmorland & Furness (Brown et al. 2023) and Bank Moor, Westmorland & Furness 

Skinner (2000). Excavations such as these have proved invaluable in understanding 

the Neolithic of the study area for providing pollen samples. However, an implication 

of this is that sites excavated in the modern era dominate the record for artefacts found 

and this has the potential to create a false narrative when placing these sites within 

the wider context of the study area as well as Britain. A further implication of this thesis 

is due to being desk based. This has created a reliance on excavation reports which 

requires an understanding that everything recorded during the excavation is correct. 

This becomes prevalent with sites excavated during the late 19th and early 20th 

centuries and relies on the validity of antiquarian results, many of which are secondary 

accounts. Therefore, this has led to the dataset (see Appendix) being split between 

those sites confirmed as established Neolithic through 14C dating and those which are 

possible established Neolithic sites, these cannot be confirmed due to a lack of 14C 

date but are dated through their material culture. 
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1.2: Aims and Objectives 

 

To answer the research question posed, this thesis will present the following aims and 

objectives: 

Aim One: Explore how communities potentially moved through the study area 

Objectives (Figure 1.2.1): 

1) Define what is movement 

2) Draw upon ethnographic studies to explore how this may have occurred during the 

established Neolithic of the study area 

3) Use material culture including lithics tools, pottery and polished stone axes to 

potentially demonstrate movement throughout the study area 

4) Use funerary monuments as well as areas of occupation combined with distribution 

patterns of material culture to present potential paths of movement 

5) Present the tidal patterns surrounding the study area and how this may have 

implicated maritime travel 

Aim Two: What is contact and how this may have looked within the established 

Neolithic of the study area 

Objectives (Figure 1.2.2): 

1) Define what is contact 

2) Use material culture including lithics tools, pottery and polished stone axes to 

potentially demonstrate contact throughout and beyond the study area 

3) Use funerary monuments as well as areas of occupation combined with distribution 

patterns of material culture to present possible connections within, as well as 

beyond the study area 
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4) Present the tidal patterns surrounding the study area and how this may have 

implicated maritime travel providing routes for connections along the British and 

Irish coast 

Aim Three: Investigate how different communities may have presented their 

identity throughout the study area 

Objectives (Figure 1.2.3): 

1) Define what is identity 

2) Draw upon ethnographic and subculture studies to explore how identities are 

formed and how this may have been expressed during the established Neolithic  

3) Use material culture including lithics tools, pottery and polished stone axes to 

potentially demonstrate how these objects may have influenced identity 

4) Use funerary monuments as well as areas of occupation to explore if distribution 

correlations may suggest an identity through shared practises 

5) Explore identities of those who engage with maritime practices and farming 

practises alongside land and seascape mythologies. 
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[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΤдΥдΦжЮ[ũŸƽЮĦőċƖƣЮƽőŔĦőЮƓũċŰƚЮŔĬĲŰƣŔƣǃЮŸĤŢĲĦƣŔƻĲƚ 
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1.3: Thesis Structure 

 

This thesis will separate the research into seven chapters. Chapter II will detail the 

historical literature which will broadly and briefly outline the Mesolithic-Neolithic 

transition and the subsequent established Neolithic. Chapter III will follow this by 

providing a detailed literature review of the established Neolithic of western Scotland 

and Cumbria. Chapter IV will present the methodologies used within this thesis for the 

analysis of monuments, material culture and movements. Chapter V will present the 

results for the monuments, lithics, pottery, animal and floral remains within the study 

area alongside short summarising discussions. Chapter VI will discuss the results in 

relation to previous research and place it within its wider context. Chapter VII 

concludes the information from previous chapters and relates the results back to the 

research questions alongside evaluating what this thesis has added to the 

understanding of western Scotland and Cumbria within the established Neolithic. 

Furthermore, following Chapter VII will be supplementary information will be included 

within appendices and will be denoted throughout each chapter.  

 

Chapter Two: Literature Review 

 

This study will focus on the óestablished Neolithicô, a time which will be approximately 

100 years after the uptake of Neolithic practices; this date will vary according to when 

and where the Neolithic practices were introduced into Britain and Ireland. This 

chapter will begin by chronologically examining the archaeological theory behind the 

Neolithic. This will explore the grand narratives in prevailing archaeological thought 

throughout the twentieth century and into the contemporary era. The focus will then 
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shift towards summarising the Mesolithic-Neolithic transitionary period at the tail end 

of the fifth millennium BC and the early part of the fourth millennium BC to provide a 

background to how the Neolithic came to be undertaken within Britain and Ireland. 

This chapter will then analyse what has been written about chambered tombs and 

other monuments, chronologically exploring what has been noted by scholars from 

their typologies and phasing. Finally, this chapter will investigate material culture in the 

form of pottery and stone tools including polished axes, what has been written about 

their deposition and what this has suggested regarding the movements of people in 

the established Neolithic of Britain and Ireland. 

 

 

2.1: A Brief History of the Grand Narratives Behind the Introduction of the 

Neolithic into Britain Ireland. 

 

How Neolithic ideas came to be spread into Britain and Ireland has been debated from 

the emergence of archaeology as a discipline. Building on the early works of H.J. 

Mackinder (1902) and O.G.S. Crawford (1912) who recognised the importance of the 

Atlantic Ocean and Irish Sea as a conduit for the movement of people, E.T. Leeds 

(1927) and Cyril Fox (1932) developed an intricate pattern of maritime routes and 

pathways which would connect Britain and Ireland to western Europe.  

The dates proposed by Childe and his contemporaries are built upon a framework of 

a very short and precise European chronology of only 500 years for the Neolithic 

(Figure 2.1.1) (Piggott 1954). Therefore, the Neolithic was a sharp, contrasting, and 

significant change to what had gone before where agriculture, sedentism and the 
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construction of monuments arrived in Britain and Ireland from northern Europe caused 

by the diffusion of early Bronze Age ideas from the Aegean peninsula (Piggott 1938).  

 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥдΣдΤжЮÂŔŊŊŸƣƣѢƚЮĦőƖŸŰŸũŸŊŔĦċũЮƣċĤũĲЮŉŸƖЮ7ƖŔƣċŔŰЮċŰĬЮfƖĲũċŰĬЮĤċƚĲĬЮŸŰЮƣőĲЮƣǃƓŸũŸŊŔĲƚЮŸŉЮůċƣĲƖŔċũЮĦƨũƣƨƖĲЮċŰĬЮ
ĦőċůĤĲƖĲĬЮƣŸůĤƚЮƚőŸƽŔŰŊЮċЮƣŔůĲũŔŰĲЮŉŸƖЮƣőĲЮ ĲŸũŔƣőŔĦЮŸŉЮŸŰũǃЮΨΣΣЮǃĲċƖƚЮёÂŔŊŊŸƣƣЮΤάΨΧеЮΦΪΩђд 

 

 

Ideas of migration and diffusion have long been held as the drivers of social change 

from the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries where Daniel (1967, 103) noted that 

these changes occur when to successive waves of migration resulted in ñintercourse 

with other nationsò. This could be traced in the material culture with Gordon Childe 

(1925) work stating that material culture could be used to define differences in 

ethnographic cultures in prehistory. Childe saw the diffusion of ideas as functional, 

those traits which were advantageous or stylistically attractive became adopted from 

one culture to another whereas migration saw one culture actively replacing another 
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or creating a new culture through the mixing of traits. Furthermore, without diffusion or 

migration, a status quo of cultural continuity would exist (Childe 1925). The culture-

history work of Childe laid the foundation for much of the first half of the twentieth 

century with diffusion and migration in prehistory being viewed as a global chessboard 

where cultures are moved and replaced with the role of the archaeologist being to 

trace cultural influences back to their point of origin (Renfrew 1973, 32). 

 

 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥдΤдΣдΥжЮ~ċƓЮŸŉЮEƨƖŸƓĲЮƽŔƣőЮċƖƖŸƽƚЮƚőŸƽŔŰŊЮƣőĲЮĬŔǭƨƚŔŸŰЮŸŉЮƓƖĲőŔƚƣŸƖŔĦЮĦƨũƣƨƖĲƚЮŉƖŸůЮƣőĲЮ ĲċƖЮEċƚƣЮĤċƚĲĬЮŸŰЮƣőĲЮ
őŔƚƣŸƖŔĦċũЮĦċũĲŰĬċƖƚЮŉƖŸůЮċŰĦŔĲŰƣЮEŊǃƓƣЮċŰĬЮ~ĲƚŸƓŸƣċůŔċЮƨƚĲĬЮĤǃЮ9őŔũĬĲЮёÅĲŰŉƖĲƽЮΤάΪΦеЮΧΦђд 

 

Through the tracing of material culture, tomb architecture and historical calendars of 

ancient Egypt and Mesopotamia, Childe pinpointed Mycenae in Greece as a point of 

origin for a European chronology at 1600 BC. It was the great seafaring nations of the 
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Aegean Sea sailing through the Mediterranean where Neolithic ideas were diffused 

like ripples through Iberia, western France and into Britain and Ireland where a Wessex 

Culture was established c. 1400 BC directly linking the construction of Stonehenge to 

Mycenaean Greece (Figure 2.1.2) (Atkinson 1956; Childe 1958). 

The likes of Gordon Childe and Stuart Piggott worked with a limited data set and 

although influential, they found themselves challenged or dismissed completely in the 

second half of the 20th century due to the advent radiocarbon dating which pushed the 

chronology of the Neolithic in Britain and Ireland back by a further 1500 years (Renfrew 

1973). Furthermore, regional surveys across Britain and Ireland conducted by 

Corcoran (1969), de Val®ra (1960) and Henshall (1964; 1972) expanded data sets 

available and began to move away from the grand narratives of diffusion and large-

scale migrations to one that began to focus and primarily on a local level. 

The rejection of culture-historical approaches saw the rise of processualism with the 

adoption of a scientific approach through different disciplines to archaeology in 

particular social anthropology (Renfrew 1973). Furthermore, the use of radiocarbon 

dating in conjunction with the scientific methods of processualism allowed for the 

establishment of an objective prehistoric chronology in Britain and Ireland by through 

the measuring of 12C to 14C within an organism (Darvill 2010; Lucas 2005). This 

allowed for monuments and sites such as Durrington Walls, Wiltshire to be dated to 

much older than previously thought (Darvill 2010; Renfrew 1973). 

The overly scientific views of Colin Renfrew and his contemporaries may have waned 

in popularity by the mid-1980ôs in favour of a post-processual approach. However, 

post-processual ideas continued to reject the grand narratives of culture historical 

approaches by working at a local level (Bradley 2000; Evans 2003). Without working 
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towards a unified theory, post-processualism demonstrated an interpretive approach 

on archaeology. This placed the emphasis on the individual and the agency that one 

person can have within the landscape by focusing upon human behaviour within 

societies to identify specific local idiosyncratic differences in material culture and 

monument construction (Darvill 2010; Tilley 1994; 1996; 2007).  

Through the work of Julian Thomas (1988; 1999; 2013) post-processual approaches 

embraced colonisation as a mechanism for the arrival of the Neolithic into Britain and 

Ireland (Whittle 2007a; Whittle & Cummings 2007). However, Thomas (2013) argued 

that the Neolithic was driven by an ideological shift by hunter and gathering 

communities where the adoption of new ideas allowed for new and different 

relationships to be drawn with the world through belief systems and cosmologies in 

which the land was tamed through agriculture and domestication (Zvelebil & Rowley-

Conwy 1984; 1986). 

The indigenist approach to the Neolithic arrival in Britain and Ireland has not been 

without its critics and Alison Sheridan has offered an alternative narrative that the 

Neolithic was brough to Britain and Ireland through a series of migrations from 

continental Europe landing at specific places in Britain and Ireland (Sheridan 2007; 

2010; 2013). This approach may align itself in many ways with the culture historical 

approaches of Piggott (1954), but through the study of chambered tomb and material 

culture typologies from Daniel (1950), de Val®ra (1960), Powell et al. (1969) and Scott 

(1969) potential landing places by specific European cultural groups from France and 

the Low Countries have been identified which supports the movement of peoples 

(Sheridan 2010, 99-101; 2011, 27-9). However, criticism from Thomas (2013, 159-73) 

has called Sheridanôs approach to be retrogressive by aligning itself too much with 

culture-historical approaches. 
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The polarised debate between migration and indigenist approaches has seen a 

ómiddle groundô sought after by Whittle (2007), Whittle et al. (2011) and Cummings & 

Harris (2011) where a process of fusion between migration and indigenist through 

endless unique combinations of circumstances allowing for differing, regional 

transitions to a Neolithic way of life. Furthermore, the advent of aDNA studies has 

recently shown the extent of mobility to which people moved into new areas, thus 

taking a Neolithic way of life with them with Britain receiving a large influx of continental 

European aDNA (Brace et al. 2019; Cassidy et al. 2016; Olalde et al. 2018). 

Throughout the history of the study of the early Neolithic in Britain and Ireland, the 

focus has always been upon when and how the Neolithic arrived and its transition from 

a Mesolithic to a Neolithic way of life. However, less is written about contact between 

communities of people once the Neolithic has been established in Britain and Ireland. 

This question, the nature of contact and mobility in the early Neolithic is the focus of 

this thesis and it is to their period, the established Neolithic, which we now turn. The 

next section lays out what we know about the established Neolithic and what scholars 

have previously said about contact and movement currently. This will be approached 

thematically beginning by summarising the Mesolithic to Neolithic transition. 

 

2.2: The Mesolithic/Neolithic Transition  

The early Neolithic is a time of great change in human history with Gordon Childe in 

1952 calling this the óNeolithic Revolutionô to denote a change from the highly mobile 

hunter gatherer fisher lifestyle of the preceding Mesolithic. The óNeolithic Revolutionô 

was one which embraced a relatively sedentary agrarian way of life alongside the 

social and economic attitudes needed for the development of farming such as the 

adoption animal husbandry and domestication of cereals (Childe 1952). In conjunction 
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with domestication, changes human attitudes to the world around them shifted through 

the development of complex material culture such as the firing of ceramics and the 

grinding of stone axes, but it also reflected in the construction of monuments (Bradley 

2007; Hodder 1990). 

The beginnings of the Neolithic in Britain and Ireland are concerned with the period 

from c.4000 BC as a Neolithic way of life spread through processes of contact and 

trade with as well as migrating populations from continental Europe (Bradley 2007; 

Whittle et al. 2011).  
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[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥдΥдΤжЮÑőĲЮƚƨŊŊĲƚƣĲĬЮĬċƣĲƚЮŔŰЮƽőŔĦőЮ ĲŸũŔƣőŔĦЮƓƖċĦƣŔĦĲƚЮƽĲƖĲЮǯƖƚƣЮƨŰĬĲƖƣċťĲŰЮŔŰЮ7ƖŔƣċŔŰЮċŰĬЮfƖĲũċŰĬЮёìőŔƣƣũĲЮĲƣЮ
ċũдЮΥΣΤΤеЮǯŊдЮΤΨдΫђд 
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The idea of a óNeolithic Revolutionô works at the broadest level and certainly these 

changes have validity to a certain degree. However, Neolithic processes did not 

develop across Britain and Ireland simultaneously with Figure 2.2.1 showing that the 

Mesolithic-Neolithic transition was a staggered process (Whittle et al. 2011). These 

Neolithic components was integrated in differing ways throughout Britain and Ireland 

with areas taking aspects of the óNeolithic Packageô whilst ignoring others (Figure 

2.2.2) (Bradley 1998; Costa, Strenke & Woodman 2005; David & Walker 2004).  

 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥдΥдΥжЮÑőĲЮċƓƓĲċƖċŰĦĲЮŸŉЮƣőĲЮĬŔǭĲƖĲŰƣЮĲũĲůĲŰƣƚЮŸŉЮƣőĲЮѡ ĲŸũŔƣőŔĦЮÂċĦťċŊĲѢЮƣőƖŸƨŊőŸƨƣЮ7ƖŔƣċŔŰЮċŰĬЮfƖĲũċŰĬЮёìőŔƣƣũĲЮ
ĲƣЮċũдЮΥΣΤΤеЮǯŊдЮΤΧдΤΪάђ 

 

It has been debated that Neolithic ideas spread via a process of the diffusion of ideas 

(Childe 1925; Rowley-Conwy 2004) or a movement of people (Ammerman & Cavalli-

Sforza 1984) as the sole mechanism as to how Neolithisation occurred. However, 

different sequences within northern Europe support different processes in the uptake 
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of the Neolithic (Cummings & Richards 2021, 8). For example, southern Scandinavia 

shows that the Ertebßlle hunter gatherer group were in contact with Neolithic groups 

by adopting the use of pottery alongside their hunter gatherer lifestyle (Gron & 

Sßrensen 2018). This is suggestive of an óavailabilityô period where indigenous 

cultures absorbed or resisted elements of the Neolithic where the uptake of the 

Neolithic was structured by the hunter-gatherer social strategies already in place (Gron 

& Sßrensen 2018; Louwe Koojimans 2007; Whittle 2007a; Zvelebil & Rowley Conwy 

1984; 1986; Zvelebil 2000). However, once a decision to uptake a Neolithic 

subsistence, the process happened quickly with Whittle & Cummings (2007) calling 

this process ógoing overô seen between 4100-3800 BC in northern Germany and 

southern Scandinavia with the rapid uptake of TRB (Trichterbecherkultur) which likely 

saw the movement of new peoples into the area (Hartz et al. 2007, 569; L. Larsson 

2007, 596; M. Larsson 2014; M¿ller 2011). However, Thomas (1988; 1999; 2013) 

suggests that in Britain and Ireland Mesolithic populations adopted selective traits of 

the Neolithic over an extended period with Whittle & Cummings (2007) adding that in 

Britain and Ireland the idea of ógoing overô had considerable emphasis placed on the 

ideological transformation of Neolithic (Hodder 1990).  

This view has been challenged by Alison Sheridan (2007; 2010; 2013) who envisioned 

the Mesolithic-Neolithic transition period driven by numerous migrations from different 

origin points in continental Europe landing at specific points in Britain and Ireland. This 

began with an initial failed attempt at colonisation in Ireland around Ferriterôs Cove, 

Co. Kerry and Kilgreany Cave, Co. Waterford before successive following migrations 

from northern western France along the Irish Sea settling in west Wales, south-

western Scotland and northern Ireland which would become the catalyst for the 

Neolithisation of Britain and Ireland (Sheridan 2004; 2010).  
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As mentioned in Chapter 2.1, the recent studies in aDNA by Cassidy et al. (2016) and 

Olalde et al. (2018) have shown that those carrying Neolithic practices and traditions 

had a high mobility moving into different areas providing a regional diversity in places 

such as southern Scandinavia where genetic data suggests hunter gatherers mixed 

with the incoming influx of Neolithic populations (Furholt 2021; S§nchez-Quinto et al. 

2019; Skoglund et al. 2014). However, aDNA is indicative that a large influx of people 

originally descended from the Iberian Peninsula arrived into Britain with limited genetic 

input from indigenous populations of hunter-gatherers Brace et al. 2019; Cassidy et 

al. 2016; Olalde et al. (2018). This aDNA evidence demonstrates that people practising 

a Neolithic way of life arrived at northern Europe, Britain and Ireland in differing 

amounts and is suggestive that different processes of Neolithisation took place at 

differing areas involving migrating peoples as well as indigenous communities (Furholt 

2021). 

This chapter has briefly summarised the Mesolithic-Neolithic transitionary period and 

how the movements of people helped establish a Neolithic way of life throughout 

northern Europe. The next section will explore what scholars have written about 

monumentality in relation to movements in the established Neolithic.  

 

2.3: Monuments 

 

This section will now consider the study of chambered tombs from the dawn of the 

twentieth century through the turn of the millennium and into the contemporary period. 

It will begin with the diffusionist approaches from the works of Vere Gordon Childe 

(1925), Cyril Fox (1932) and Stuart Piggott (1954) which identified from the very 

beginning of the twentieth century that regional variation existed in chambered tomb 
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architecture. This chapter will then move on to the expansion of tomb cataloguing 

conducted by scholars such as Audrey Henshall (1964; 1972) and how modern 

national borders have influenced diffusionist ideas. Finally, this chapter will see how 

Bayesian modelling by Whittle et al. (2011) and how the advent of aDNA studies have 

brought the study of chambered tombs back towards the ideas of diffusion, social 

organisation, and seafaring prowess. All of this has significant implications for 

understanding the native of contact in the established Neolithic. 

 

2.3.1: The Beginnings of Monument Research 

 

The beginnings of monuments studies were based very much in the culture historical 

ideas of diffusion in the early twentieth century (Childe 1925). Building on the work of 

Childe, Daniel (1941) discussed that a primary phase of monument construction 

spread from Europe before a further diffusion of ideas led to local variations of 

monuments being constructed (Figure 2.3.1).  

Childe (1925), Fox (1932) and even Piggott (1954) saw the Neolithic had a much 

shorter chronology for the Neolithic, beginning at 2000 BC and lasting only 500 years, 

highlighting that there were regional differences in the Neolithic across Europe and 

assumed that these expectations would be met across a broad area. Through this, 

Childe noted that it was possible to recognise distinct óculturesô in prehistory through 

similarities material culture and monumentality. With the latter, the same basic 

framework was used as for the typologies of material culture with chambered tombs 

where the initial influence was thought to be of Near East origin before spreading to 

the Iberian Peninsula due to their simple tombs. This style of simple megalith with its 
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corbelled drystone wall was then brought by trade and other contacts to Brittany, 

Ireland, and Scotland (Renfrew 1973, 39-40). With this, the emphasis was placed very 

much on race, ethnic identity/origin and even ethnic replacement in the landscape 

heavily influenced by the ideology of imperialism and colonialism of the time by the 

European nations (Bradley 2007; Darvill 2010). 

 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥдΦдΤжЮÑċťŔŰŊЮƣőĲЮƽŸƖťЮŸŉЮ9őŔũĬĲеЮ?ċŰŔĲũЮёΤάΧΤђЮĬĲůŸŰƚƣƖċƣĲĬЮƣőĲЮŸƖŔŊŔŰЮċŰĬЮƣőĲЮĬŔǭƨƚŔŸŰЮŸŉЮĦőċůĤĲƖĲĬЮƣŸůĤƚЮŉƖŸůЮƣőĲЮ
~ĲĬŔƣĲƖƖċŰĲċŰЮƣŸЮŰŸƖƣőЮEƨƖŸƓĲЮёÅĲŰŉƖĲƽЮΤάΪΦеЮΧΩђд 
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Stuart Piggott set the precedent on how the variation of chambered tombs are studied 

with their seminal 1954 work The Neolithic Cultures of the British Isles. With this, 

Piggott built on the earlier works of Bryce and Childe with Piggottôs work on chambered 

tombs the focus shifted towards study at a local level (Piggott, 1954; 1965). With this 

work, Piggott began to highlight regional differences, chronological sequences of 

chambered tombs within Britain and Ireland (Piggott 1954). Piggottôs work placed the 

emphasis on several areas such as the Windmill Hill Culture in south, south-west 

Britain (Figure 2.3.3), Severn-Cotswold Culture, Wiltshire (Figure 2.3.4), the Clyde-

Carlingford (Figure 2.3.6) of northern Ireland and south-west Scotland, the Boyne 

Culture (Figure 2.3.8) of Ireland and north Wales and Orkney-Cromarty Culture (Figure 

2.3.10) of north Scotland and Orkney (Piggott 1954).  
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Piggottôs work noted that there are similarities between both the Windmill Hill Culture 

and the Severn-Cotswold Culture which may hint at a shared ancestry (Piggott 1954, 

50). However, Piggott (1954, 52) does suggest that due to their typology the Windmill 

Hill Culture is of continental origin sharing links to the Morbihan region of Brittany which 

arrived in the first colonisation wave before diffusing outwards into Lincolnshire and 

Yorkshire. 

 

 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥдΦдΧжЮÂŔŊŊŸƣƣѢƚЮůċƓЮƚőŸƽŔŰŊЮƣőĲЮũŸĦċƣŔŸŰƚЮŸŉЮƣőĲЮÉĲƻĲƖŰц9ŸƣƚƽŸũĬЮĦőċůĤĲƖĲĬЮƣŸůĤƚЮŔŰЮƚŸƨƣőĲƖŰЮEŰŊũċŰĬЮċŰĬЮìċũĲƚЮ
ёÂŔŊŊŸƣƣЮΤάΨΧеЮΤΦΤђд 
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The Severn-Cotswold Culture (Figure 2.3.4) suggests that the Severn-Cotswold 

Culture shares the same Western Neolithic common ancestry (Piggott 1954, 130; 

150). Piggott argued that the Severn-Cotswold Culture had parallels to the Morbihan 

area of Brittany, even stretching towards the Loire with their drystone walling and 

trapezoidal shape (Piggott 1954, 151). Although both had their emigration points on 

the Bay of Biscay, the differences between the Severn-Cotswold and Windmill Hill 

which pre-existed in western France is suggestive that those primary Neolithic 

colonists are moving from western France and into southern Britain and settling down 

with the differences in chambered tomb architecture being accentuated in southern 

Britain due to their isolation and debatably contact with indigenous populations 

(Piggott 1954, 151).  



ΞΤ 
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Other regional sequences are similar and although chambered tombs showed 

variation in their design, Piggott deemed them homogenous enough to be grouped 

together noting these areas as a primary course of colonisation for those travelling 
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from continental Europe with Neolithic ideas and values (Figure 2.3.5) (Piggott 1954, 

152). Furthermore, the Clyde-Carlingford Culture (Figure 2.3.6; Figure 2.3.7) saw a 

diffusion of ideas which spread into southern Ireland (Figure 2.3.8) and Wales as well 

as Derbyshire whilst being broadly contemporary with the Severn-Cotswold and 

Windmill Hill Cultures (Piggott 1954, 152, 184).  

 

 

 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥдΦдΩжЮÂŔŊŊŸƣƣѢƚЮůċƓЮƚőŸƽŔŰŊЮƣőĲЮũŸĦċƣŔŸŰƚЮŸŉЮƣőĲЮ9ũǃĬĲц9ċƖũŔŰŊŉŸƖĬЮ9ƨũƣƨƖĲЮŔŰЮƚŸƨƣőƽĲƚƣĲƖŰЮÉĦŸƣũċŰĬЮċŰĬЮŰŸƖƣőĲƖŰЮ
fƖĲũċŰĬЮёÂŔŊŊŸƣƣЮΤάΨΧеЮΤΨΦђд 
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ÂŔŊŊŸƣƣЮёΤάΨΧеЮΤΨΩђд 

 

 

Childe had already demonstrated that there could be architectural links to continental 

Europe through architectural resemblances to the Clyde-Carlingford culture found in 

the Pyrenean chambered tombs of Catalonia and Basque provinces where specific 
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features such as segmentation with slabs found at Puig Rodo and La Halliade (Piggott 

1954, 186). Furthermore, the rock cut/stone built navetas of the Balearics, the Giantsô 

Graves of Sardinia and further afield in south Italy where the Apulian gallery-graves 

are almost an outpost of south French derivation with some striking parallels of 

segmentation at Corato (Daniel 1939; Davies 1939, Piggott 1954, 185). Piggott (1954, 

153-154) noted that these grand narratives should be approached with caution and 

instead focused on a local level with western Scotland, particularly Arran and Bute as 

well as Galloway being the primary colonisation points from continental Europe due to 

their natural sheltered bays. However, due to the absence of jamb stones to the septals 

in the Scottish tombs which are present in Irish tombs Piggott envisioned people 

moving from Scotland to Ulster landing at Ballyalton with the chambered tomb there 

being the first constructed (Piggott 1954, 181). 
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Although what Piggott called the Boyne Culture (Figure 2.3.8) is now much later in the 

chronological sequence. Piggott (1954, 221) did consider the Boyne culture to be a 

secondary, later feature of the Clyde-Carlingford Culture due to similarities (Figure 

2.3.9) and arguably are the absorption of local ideas with its material culture possibly 

hinting at Franco-Spanish origin or contacts (Piggott 1954, 222). 
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ёΤάΨΧеЮΤΨΫђд 

 

 

Piggott dubbed the chambered tombs around the north of Scotland the Orkney-

Cromarty Culture (Figure 2.3.10) (Piggott 1954, 223). Piggott (1954, 223) debated that 
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these communities must have been linked by coastal routes as well as using rivers 

and lochs to trade and possibly exchange marriage partners. By studying the 

architecture, Piggott (1954, 254) noted although crescentic fa­ade shapes of Orkney-

Cromarty chambered tombs draw parallels with the Clyde-Carlingford Culture, it is 

unsure as to whether this was affinity or derivation or instead a separate parallel 

colonisation event from the continent. This involved two colonisation events, one from 

the Franco-Spanish/Clyde-Carlingford coast on the west side of Scotland and a slightly 

later one reaching north-east Scotland and the Orkney Islands likely being 

contemporary with the Boyne Culture (Piggott 1954, 254; 256).  
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ċŰĬЮƣőĲЮ§ƖťŰĲǃЮfƚũĲƚЮёÂŔŊŊŸƣƣЮΤάΨΧеЮΥΦΦђд 

 

The Radiocarbon Revolution of 1970s revolutionised the way archaeologists thought 

about prehistory (Darvill 2004; Renfrew 1973). The short Neolithic chronology that 

Childe and Piggott had envisioned was now 1500 years longer than initially thought 

(Bradley 2007). Radiocarbon dates challenged the established traditional chronology 

by proving that the megalithic tombs of western Europe as well as Stonehenge predate 

the Pyramids of Giza and Minoan/Mycenaean civilization of Greece (Renfrew 1973, 

69) (Figure 2.3.11). These new radiocarbon dates suggested that the origin of 
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chambered tombs was of Franco-Spanish descent with Renfrew then beginning to 

question why chambered tombs were built in certain locations and what sort of society 

would construct them (Renfrew 1973, 124). However, Renfrew like his predecessors 

continued to focus upon the arrival of the Neolithic and the continental contacts which 

may have existed during the Mesolithic/Neolithic transition whilst ignoring the contacts 

and connections of the established Neolithic. 

 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥдΦдΤΤжЮÑőĲЮċĬƻĲŰƣЮŸŉЮƖċĬŔŸĦċƖĤŸŰЮĬċƣŔŰŊЮĦƖĲċƣĲĬЮċЮŉċƨũƣЮŔŰЮƓƖĲőŔƚƣŸƖŔĦЮƚƣƨĬŔĲƚЮƚőŸƽŔŰŊЮƣőċƣЮƣőĲЮ9ũċƚƚŔĦċũЮ9ŔƻŔũŔƚċƣŔŸŰƚЮŸŉЮ
ƣőĲЮ ĲċƖЮEċƚƣЮƽĲƖĲЮŰŸЮũŸŰŊĲƖЮĬŔƖĲĦƣũǃЮũŔŰťĲĬЮċƚЮőċƚЮĤĲĲŰЮƓƖĲƻŔŸƨƚũǃЮƣőŸƨŊőƣЮёÅĲŰŉƖĲƽЮΤάΪΦеЮΤΣΨђд 

 

The emphasis on the Irish Sea and its connections may have fallen into the 

background since processualism, but improvements in excavation techniques 

alongside the advent of radiocarbon dating brought a renewed interest in monuments 

along the Atlantic fa­ade (Cummings & Fowler 2004, 2). By the turn of the millennium, 

chambered tombs were being studied at a local level and whilst contact and networks 

were acknowledged. Cooney (1997; 2001) noted that at a local level not all places 
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followed the same patterns and instead drew upon indigenous activity to understand 

why different regional histories occur at this micro scale (Cooney 1997). Cultural 

change studies (e.g. Barclay et al. 2002; Brophy 1999; Cummings 2001; Fowler 1999; 

Peterson 2003; Thomas 1988) have indicated that although cultural change appeared 

in parallel, the processes in which this occurred were different throughout the British 

and Irish Isles where both a local distinctiveness also fits with a narrative of wider, long 

distance interaction (see Bradley & Edmonds 1993; Cooney, 2000; Cooney & Mandal 

1998; Sheridan 1986; Sheridan et al. 1992). With work at such a local level, little has 

been done to critically assess the culture-historical approach of the first half of the 

twentieth century (Cummings & Fowler 2004, 2).  
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As already noted above, the culture history approaches of the earlier twentieth century 

envisioned a diffusion of ideas from the Mediterranean through western France and 

into Britain and Ireland. However, Alison Sheridan has written a plethora of studies 

regarding the movement of Neolithic ideas through material culture and tomb 

architecture revolving around the movement of Neolithic communities from France to 

south-west Scotland due to similarities in architecture between Achnacreebeag, Argyll 
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& Bute and the round barrows of northern France at Mane-er-Hroeck and Morbihan in 

Brittany, France (Figure 2.3.12) (Corcoran 1972; Henshall 1964; 1972; Kinnes 1979; 

1992; Sheridan 2003a; 2003b). Furthermore, early Neolithic continental connections 

have been explored at Broadsands, Torbay (Radford 1958) which dates to 3900-3700 

BC and Beckhampton Road, Wiltshire (Sheridan 2004) bear a strong parallel in its 

typology to that of Guennoc II, Finist¯re and Colombiers-sur-Seulles, Calvados, 

France (Chancerel & Kinnes 1998) which has been dated to c. 4000 BC (Corcoran 

1972; Darvill 2004a; Kinnes 1992). Additionally, at Carrowmore, Co. Sligo, Ireland the 

large freestanding circle of boulders have also been thought to have continental origins 

with parallels in Brittany with radiocarbon dating returning dates of c.4000-3800 BC 

(Burenhult 1980; 2001; Sheridan 2003a; 2004). However, Carrowmore was later 

adapted into passage tombs connected with a local, insular material culture that could 

suggest that contact with the continent had ceased (Bradley 2007).  

 

2.3.2: Monument Phasing 

 

Excavations at chambered tombs have found that at a number of these sites there is 

evidence that pre-cairn activity occurred pointing to the idea that when it came to 

constructing chambered tombs, they were built within places that were already well-

known within the landscape. At many locations throughout Britain and Ireland, 

chambered tombs were constructed on sites that already show previous activity, 

whether from the Mesolithic or the very early Neolithic (Benson & Whittle 2007; Darvill 

2004a). Excavations at Cotswold-Severn chambered tombs including Ascott-under-

Wychwood, Oxfordshire, Hazelton North, Gloucestershire and Gwernvale, Powys in 

Britain alongside court cairns in Ireland at Ballyglass as well as Rathlackan in Co. 
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Mayo, Ireland have shown evidence of late Mesolithic middens (Benson & Whittle 

2007; Byrne et al. 2009; Burrow 2006; Darvill 2004a, 93). The construction upon sites 

of previous activity runs throughout the building of long barrows (Ashbee 1984; Bayliss 

et al. 2007; Darvill 2004a). During the construction of long barrows, this new style of 

monument was incorporated into what was already standing with new chambers 

added, extended or completely remodelling what existed previously (Bayliss & Whittle 

2007; Corcoran 1972; Darvill 2004a).  

These early phases can also be reflected in the Cotswold-Severn tombs where a 

central cist is surrounded by a circular cairn which can be seen at places such as 

Notgrove and Saleôs Lot, Gloucestershire and Ty Isaf, Powys (Darvill 2004, 60). For 

example, at Notgrove, Gloucestershire an earlier barrow was covered by a trapezoidal 

mound with new chambers added at the western end (Bayliss & Whittle 2007). 

Moreover, at Dyffryn Ardudwy, Gwynedd, a portal dolmen was incorporated into the 

construction of a rectangular mound and a new chamber added at the eastern end 

(Kytmannow 2008). In Scotland, this can be seen at Pitnacree, Perth and Kinross as 

well as in England at Callis Wold, East Riding in Yorkshire and Waylandôs Smithy, 

Oxfordshire where a barrow was constructed over the remains of previous timber 

mortuary structures with the remains of the latter returning dates of 3520-3470 BC 

(Darvill 2004a; Kinnes 1979; Sheridan 2003a). Furthermore, at those places where a 

timber mortuary house had stood such as at Dalladies, Aberdeenshire, Fussellôs 

Lodge, Wiltshire and Nutbane, Hampshire, these monuments were altered with the 

extension or addition of extra chambers before being covered underneath a 

trapezoidal mound (Ashbee 1984; Bayliss & Whittle 2007; Darvill 2004a; Kinnes 1992; 

Manby 1970; Powell et al. 1969). 
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Timber mortuary structures are a form of monument from the early Neolithic that draw 

parallels with chambered tombs. These are usually constructed with two or three 

upright timbers which then created a box or a chamber. Timber mortuary structures 

are usually found in southern and eastern Britain extending into Yorkshire and further 

afield (Figure 2.3.13) (Whittle et al. 2007b). At Waylandôs Smith I, Oxfordshire, the 

primary timber phase of this monument consisted of two large posts cut into a D-shape 

with a double row of smaller postholes which would have created a lidded wooden box 

(Whittle et al. 2007b).  
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As a concept, the timber mortuary structure can be explored in the large 

square/rectangular timber halls of the early Neolithic dating between 4000-3600 BC 

(Figure 2.4.14) (Brophy 2007; Darvill 2010, 84). The largest of these timber halls are 

in eastern Scotland often between 22-27m long and 8-11m fixed with central timber 

supports and smaller supports with postholes within bedding trenches (Figure 2.3.15) 

(Brophy 2007; Darvill 2010, 84; Darvill & Thomas 1996). Furthermore, many timber 

dwellings have been uncovered albeit on a smaller scale (Figure 2.3.15), particularly 

in Ireland with large quantities being constructed between 3730 and 3660 cal BC and 

in use between 3640 and 3605 cal BC (Darvill & Thomas 1996; Darvill 2010, 87; Smyth 

2014; Whittle et al. 2011).  

Due to the nature of organic preservation of timber, Brophy (2007) has argued that 

timber structures may have been as prevalent as chambered tombs in the landscape 

with Brophy (2007) and Cooney (2000) adding that these structures allowed for the 

congregation of people who would have been otherwise dispersed throughout the 

landscape. Furthermore, Thomas (2013; 2015) argues that timber halls are a symbol 

of the new Neolithic way of life and new social groups. 
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еЮ?ĲƖĤǃƚőŔƖĲеЮ?жЮxŔƚůŸƖĲЮ[ŔĲũĬƚЮcŸƨƚĲЮ7еЮ?ĲƖĤǃƚőŔƖĲеЮEжЮxũċŰĬĲŊċŔЮΤеЮ]ƽǃŰĲĬĬеЮ[жЮxũċŰĬĲŊċŔЮΥЮёÂċƖĦЮ7ƖǃŰЮ9ĲŊŔŰђеЮ]ƽǃŰĲĬĬеЮ]жЮ

7ċũĤƖŔĬŔĲеЮ ĤĲƖĬĲĲŰƚőŔƖĲЮё?ċƖƻŔũũЮΥΣΤΣеЮΫΩђ 

 

 

The closest comparisons to these beyond Britain and Ireland are the TRB culture of 

Germany and although these dimensions are slightly smaller, they do share a similarity 

of internal space and may be indicative that either origins or contact may have existed 
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between northern Germany and eastern Scotland (Darvill 2010, 87). Whittle et al. 

(2011, 665-9) has argued that the rapidity and volume of timber structures built in 

Ireland is indicative of the wide-ranging contacts, not just in Ireland, but also Britain 

and northern Europe being suggestive that timber halls and mortuary structures may 

have been the material metaphor for the movement towards an agrarian way of life 

(Smyth 2014, 41; Thomas 2013, 290). Furthermore, the ongoing occupation and 

practices within the same area implies that some Neolithic societies chose to exhibit 

a continuity with areas of previous human occupation.   

 

2.3.3: Monument Dating 

 

The court cairns do show plenty of diversity with Schulting et al. (2011) demonstrating 

that court cairns were constructed in a relatively restricted time frame between 3700-

3550 cal BC making them contemporary with both Clyde and Cotswold-Severn 

chambered tombs. The burial mound/cairn often takes a similar form, but it is tomb 

itself where these variations can be seen, from the number of chambers to their 

accessibility with Bradley (2007) noting that because of this inner variation discussions 

around subdivisions of court cairns has been overlooked. 

Using Bayesian modelling it has been able to produce dates demonstrating that 

Cotswold-Severn monuments were constructed no earlier than 3750 cal BC and by 

the latest had ceased to be constructed by 3350 cal BC, much later than had 

previously been thought with the Neolithic having been established in the area for at 

least 150 years (Whittle et al. 2007a, 126-37). Moreover, this dating evidence shows 

that a period of architectural similarity stretching over hundreds of years means that 

similar monuments such as West Kennet (3670-3635 cal BC) and Waylandôs Smithy 
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II (3460-3400 cal BC) may appear to be contemporary but are hundreds of years apart 

with Darvill (2004a) adding that although primary phases show a considerable diversity 

within their construction, it is likely that homogenisation within a certain building style 

only occurred later as people began to follow specific rules during the construction of 

monuments (Bayliss et al. 2007; Whittle et al. 2007b).  

The advent of aDNA studies has allowed archaeologists to analyse movements at a 

genetic level. The studies of Haak et al. (2015) and Olalde et al. (2015) showed that 

those carrying the Early European Farmer ancestry dispersed into Europe between 

7000 cal BC and 4000 cal BC from modern day Turkey via two routes firstly by 

travelling along the Mediterranean and into western Europe and secondly along the 

Danube River and into central Europe. It is likely that these migrations made their way 

into Britain in a secondary expansion by people from the western Mediterranean over 

the course of several generations (Brace & Booth 2023, 143). However, Brace & Booth 

note that once the Neolithic has been established in Britain intermarriage between and 

Britain and continental Europe, yet continued marriage connections between Britain 

and Ireland are maintained. Furthermore, there is evidence for the mixing of genetics 

between local Mesolithic populations and those descended from continental European 

origin. However, this does not apply to western Scotland where the genetic evidence 

suggests little mixing with the Mesolithic populations persisting for several generations 

(Brace & Booth 2023). 

Schulz Paulsson (2019, 3463) has revealed that it is likely that ideas of chambered 

tombs likely originated in western France in the fifth millennium BC with pockets taking 

up megalithic construction in southern France, Catalonia, western Iberia, the Italian 

mainland as well as Sardinia and Corsica. The onset of the fourth millennium BC saw 
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a diffusion of chambered tombs spreading to south-western France, western and 

southern Iberia as well as Britain and Ireland (Figure 2.3.16). 

 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥдΦдΤΩжЮÑƖċĦťŔŰŊЮƣőĲЮůŸƻĲůĲŰƣЮŸŉЮƓĲŸƓũĲЮċŰĬЮĦŸŰƣċĦƣЮŉƖŸůЮƣőĲŔƖЮŸƖŔŊŔŰЮƓŸŔŰƣƚЮƣőƖŸƨŊőЮċ?  ЮŉŸƨŰĬЮŔŰЮĦőċůĤĲƖĲĬЮƣŸůĤƚЮ
ёÉĦőƨũǍЮÂċƨũƚƚŸŰЮΥΣΤάеЮΦΧΩΧђд 
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The human remains found within chambered tombs are suggestive of a patrilineal 

society, however, matrilineal linages also have their own importance and these rules 

around deposition may have varied differently between each monument and non-

monumental context (Brace & Booth 2023; Fowler et al. 2021).  

 

 

2.4: Causewayed Enclosures 

 

As a monument type, causewayed enclosures are found mainly in southern England 

with outliers being found in northern England as well as Wales and Ireland with only 

ópossibleô contenders being found in Scotland (Figure 2.4.1) (Oswald et al. 2001; 

Whittle et al. 2011).  
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[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥдΧдΤжЮ~ċƓЮŸŉЮĬĲǯŰŔƣĲЮċŰĬЮƓƖŸĤċĤũĲЮĦċƨƚĲƽċǃĲĬЮĲŰĦũŸƚƨƖĲƚЮŔŰЮ7ƖŔƣċŔŰЮċŰĬЮfƖĲũċŰĬЮё§ƚƽċũĬЮĲƣЮċũдЮΥΣΣΤзЮìőŔƣƣũĲЮĲƣЮċũдЮ
ΥΣΤΤђд 

 

 

In their seminal óGathering Timeô work Whittle et al. (2011, 683) noted that causewayed 

enclosures were broadly constructed and used between c.3700 and 3500 BC before 

falling out of use c. 3300 BC. Due to their lack of upstanding stones, causewayed 

enclosures can only really be identified through aerial photography, excavation or 

surveys with the best-known examples being at Hambledon Hill, Dorset and Windmill 
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Hill, Wiltshire (Oswald et al. 2001). However, throughout Britain and Ireland there are 

over 70 definite and possible with newer examples at Caerau, Cardiff, Thame, 

Oxfordshire and Whitewell, Lancashire (Whittle et al. 2011, 5). Furthermore, although 

often found upon hilltops, causewayed enclosures have also been located on both the 

side and bottom of valleys near rivers (Oswald et al. 2001, 24).  

Much like the arrival of Neolithic ideas and practices into south-east England earlier in 

the fourth millennium BC, the construction of causewayed enclosures also begins in 

this area primarily around the Thames estuary before later expanding outwards 

(Whittle et al. 2011). However, the causewayed enclosure at Magheraboy, Co. Sligo 

challenges this with dates which precede comparable British monuments by several 

centuries with both Whitehouse et al. (2014) and Whittle et al. (2011) debating that this 

may be indicative of very early connections between continental Europe and the 

western coast of Ireland and by implication the movement of people practising a 

Neolithic way of life from continental Europe into Britain and Ireland. 
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[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥдΧдΥжЮ§ƻĲƖőĲċĬЮƓũċŰЮŸŉЮĦċƨƚĲƽċǃĲĬЮĲŰĦũŸƚƨƖĲƚЮŉƖŸůЮ?ŸŰĲŊŸƖĲЮcŔũũеЮ9ŸдЮ ŰƣƖŔůЮёũĲŉƣђеЮ[ƖĲƚƣŸŰеЮÉƨǭŸũťЮёĦĲŰƣƖĲђЮċŰĬЮ
cċĬĬĲŰőċůеЮ9ċůĤƖŔĬŊĲƚőŔƖĲЮёEƻċŰƚЮ҂ЮcŸĬĬĲƖЮΥΣΣΩзЮ§ƚƽċũĬЮĲƣЮċũдЮΥΣΣΤђд 

 

 

The general shape of causewayed enclosures is roughly circular in shape with a 

circumference of broken ditches and banks around an inner area (Figure 2.4.2) 

(Oswald et al. 2001). Conversely, causewayed enclosures were not built to a 

homogenous plan with each enclosure having considerable diversity from continuous 

or broken ditches/banks through to local topography being used to create boundaries 

as well as multiple entrances and exits with some causewayed enclosures also having 

timber components such as palisade walls (Oswald et al. 2001). Furthermore, much 

like chambered tombs, Whittle et al. (2011) notes that throughout their use, 

causewayed enclosures showed modifications from pre-activity such as the óbanana 

barrowô at Crickley Hill, Gloucestershire to later alterations with both ditches and banks 

removed or added such as at Hambledon Hill, Wiltshire and Etton, Cambridgeshire 

(Whittle et al. 2011, 453). These different episodes of recutting demonstrate that 

people were coming together and digging into the earth which may have been 

important when creating and using causewayed enclosures and is arguably an 
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example of people returning to the same, potentially significant places time and again 

within the landscape (Pryor 1998; 1999).  

 

2.4.1: Causewayed Enclosures and Movements 

 

Arguably, the main role of the causewayed enclosure was to bring people across the 

landscape together. This was achieved not just through the ritual activities which took 

places amongst the palisades, but also through the construction of the enclosure itself. 

(Whittle et al. 2011). These causewayed enclosures were built during a period where 

people were considerably mobile, dispersed across the landscape moving from 

pasture to pasture with their animals. Therefore, the construction and use of a 

causewayed enclosure may have provided an anchor, a neutral area which tethered 

groups of people and cattle to a particular place in the landscape to return to cyclically 

where kinship networks, social relations and genealogies were renegotiated in the 

presence of the dead (Healy 2004; Thomas 2015; Whittle et al. 2011, 864). The idea 

of renegotiation of social networks and lineages at causewayed enclosures can be 

explored through the depositional practises where artefacts such as stone/polished 

stone axes cut from differing locations could be indicative of the wider social networks 

which stretch beyond the local area. Furthermore, through the re-cutting of ditches, it 

might be suggested that several generations re-negotiated their social networks over 

time (Whittle et al. 2011). Whittle et al. (2007a) also notes that violent episodes at 

some causewayed enclosures, whether real or ritualistic could be linked to easing 

tensions between contested relations between social groups (Schulting & Wysocki 

2005). 
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Causewayed enclosures are found throughout north-western Europe in Jutland, 

northern and western France and with this monument having its origins beyond the 

shores of Britain and Ireland, social networks could have been drawing upon lineages 

and genealogies outside of Britain and Ireland. This was an explicit acknowledgement 

of descent from a particular social order by using this external way of conducting things 

which made a declaration of European origin whether real or conceptual (Bradley 

2007; Oswald et al. 2001; Whittle 1977; Whittle et al. 2011). Therefore, causewayed 

enclosures may have been places where new kinships groups are created, or old ones 

renegotiated with ancestral origins reaffirmed. However, it is also possible that the use 

of causewayed enclosures was not universal, and each enclosure could have been 

treated and used differently in different parts of Britain and Ireland which may explain 

the diversity found within these monuments (Oswald et al. 2001; Whittle et al. 2011). 

Furthermore, as causewayed encloses are predominantly found in southern Britain, it 

is likely that in other parts of Britain and Ireland the negotiation of social networks was 

conducted in different ways at different places (Oswald et al. 2001; Whittle et al. 2011). 
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[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥдΧдΦжЮ ŰЮċĬƨũƣЮůċũĲЮƖĲĬЮĬĲĲƖЮё9ĲƖƻƨƚЮĲũċƓőƨƚђЮƓƖŔŸƖЮƣŸЮċŰƣũĲƖЮƚőĲĬĬŔŰŊЮёìŸŸĬũċŰĬЮÑƖƨƚƣЮΥΣΥΧђ 

 

 

 

2.4.2: Deposition at Causewayed Enclosures 

 

 

Depositional practises at causewayed enclosures often show high amounts of animal 

remains with a high proportion of cattle (Bos taurus) remains alongside red (Cervus 

elaphus) (Figure 2.4.3) and roe deer (Capreolus capreolus), dog (Canis familiaris), 

goat (Capra hircus), pig (Sus domesticus) and sheep (Ovis aries) (Bradley 1998; 

Edmonds 1999; Whittle et al. 2011). Although this may be the remains of feasting 

episodes and the large amounts pottery found at locations such as Donegore Hill, Co. 

Antrim (~1500 vessels) and Windmill Hill (~1200 vessels) could certainly be indicative 

of this (Howard 1981, 11-20; Mallory et al. 2011; Whittle et al. 2011, 257). Furthermore, 

there are also evidence that at some enclosures such as Northborough, 
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Cambridgeshire, the excavation of beetle remains suggests that live animals being 

brought and corralled within the causewayed enclosure (Whittle et al. 2011, 893).  

Both polished and unpolished stone axes from beyond the local area have been found 

within the ditches of causewayed enclosures such as at Windmill Hill where 23 stone 

axes were found with eight being found from the Lake District (Figure 2.4.4), seven 

from south-west Wales, four from north Wales, two from Cornwall and two from 

Charnwood Forest in Leicestershire (Bradley & Edmonds 1993, 50-2; Edmonds 1999; 

Whittle et al. 1999, 340). Furthermore, at Hambledon Hill, Dorset the remains of, axes 

and flakes were also found ranging from the Lake District, Cornwall, Wales and 

possibly continental Europe suggesting people were travelling from wider areas to 

causewayed enclosures to break down stone axes into smaller pieces, a process 

which can also be seen with other material culture with the ongoing deposition of 

fragmentary remains being deposited into the ditches of causewayed enclosures 

(Bradley & Edmonds 1993, 50-2; Saville 2002; Whittle et al. 2011).   

 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥдΧдΧжЮ]ƖŸƨƓЮéfЮƓŸũŔƚőĲĬЮƚƣŸŰĲЮċǂĲЮŉƖŸůЮ]ƖĲċƣЮxċŰŊĬċũĲЮё7ƖŔĬƓŸƖƣЮ~ƨƚĲƨůЮΥΣΥΧђ 
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However, there are regional variations to the deposition at causewayed enclosures as 

those in the east side of the country see much lower rates of deposition than those 

found more to the west in the Thames Valley and Wessex and may be indicative of not 

just regional difference in the creation of causewayed enclosures, but also in their use 

(Whittle et al. 2011, 701). Moreover, Bradley (2007) adds that deposited artefacts 

would have been visible, able to be inspected with each ditch recut and although 

deposits at causewayed enclosure may appear to be ad hoc, the artefacts would not 

have been deposited with any less reverence than those at chambered tombs. 

There is evidence to suggest that people were going to causewayed enclosures to 

manufacture specific items with Pryor (1999) noting that the western half of Etton, 

Cambridgeshire has uncovered the remains of woodworking with polissoirs used 

during the polishing of stone objects also being found at Etton, Abingdon and the 

Trundle (Pryor 1999, 266). Moreover, Maiden Castle, Dorset has produced evidence 

for the manufacture of flint axeheads (Whittle et al. 2011, 168). This suggests that once 

constructed, people were returning time and again to causewayed enclosures to 

manufacture particular objects and could be one of the keyways that causewayed 

enclosures were used. 

Due to the human remains found at causewayed enclosures, their use has often been 

entwined with dealing and commemorating the dead. At causewayed enclosures, the 

remains of humans are found in varying states, from fragmentary and scattered, 

through to fully articulated paralleling early Neolithic mortuary practises found in other 

contexts. Hambledon Hill, Dorset has uncovered the remains of 75 individuals with 

Mercer & Healy (2008) suggesting that these individuals show evidence of excarnation 

through the process of cut marks, predation and weathering indicating that the 

deceased were brought by people into causewayed enclosures for a significant period 
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before returning to carefully deposit the remains into the ditches. The crania of humans 

seem to be particularly chosen for separate deposition at the base of the main ditch. 

Furthermore, many of these crania show signs of weathering and may have been 

displayed at the site prior to deposition or brought to the causewayed enclosure to be 

specifically deposited (Mercer & Healy 2008, 492). Mercer & Healy (2008) also note 

that it is also likely that bones were taken away from causewayed enclosures for 

deposition elsewhere. 

 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥдΧдΨжЮ§ƻĲƖőĲċĬЮƓũċŰЮŸŉЮEƣƣŸŰеЮ9ċůĤƖŔĬŊĲƚőŔƖĲЮƚőŸƽŔŰŊЮƣőĲЮƓŸƚŔƣŔŸŰЮŸŉЮƣőĲЮƓŔƣƚЮƽŔƣőŔŰЮƣőĲЮĦċƨƚĲƽċǃĲĬЮĲŰĦũŸƚƨƖĲЮ
ёÂƖǃŸƖЮΤάάάђд 

 

 

Not all causewayed enclosures were used fully for mortuary practises. At Etton, 

Cambridgeshire, only one half of the enclosure was utilised for funerary deposits used 
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in conjunction with deposits carefully placed within small pits with the other half 

generally being used for non-funerary activity (Figure 2.4.5). Furthermore, both 

Windmill Hill, Dorset and Offham Hill, Sussex contain inhumations, the former was 

sealed by an outer bank whilst the latter was found within a pit cut into base of outer 

ditch (Drewett 1977, 209; Whittle et al. 1999, 80-1). This evidence does not represent 

the casual deposition or disregard of human remains, instead, these depositions are 

indicative that people were moving throughout the landscape to gather at causewayed 

enclosures where mortuary rituals and deposition was woven into the very fabric of 

the monument. 

 

2.5: Pottery 

 

Amongst the first technologies brought over to Britain and Ireland from continental 

Europe during the early Neolithic was pottery with the ability to create ceramics arriving 

at south-eastern England c. 4055-3995 cal BC as part of the Neolithic uptake (Figure 

2.5.1) (Gibson 2002, 70; Whittle et al. 2011, 744). The ability to create ceramics was 

then likely spread through the teaching and mentoring of selected apprentices within 

small-scale communities by those who had contact with those who already had the 

knowledge of pottery (Cleal 2004, 185).  
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[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥдΨдΤжЮ?ŔċŊƖċůЮƚőŸƽŔŰŊЮƣőĲЮċƓƓĲċƖċŰĦĲЮŸŉЮƣőĲЮĬŔǭĲƖĲŰƣЮƓċƖƣƚЮŸŉЮƣőĲЮ ĲŸũŔƣőŔĦЮƓċĦťċŊĲЮŔŰƣŸЮƚŸƨƣőцĲċƚƣЮċŰĬЮ
ĦĲŰƣƖċũЮEŰŊũċŰĬЮёìőŔƣƣũĲЮĲƣЮċũдЮΥΣΤΤеЮǯŊЮΤΧдЮΤΪάђд 

 

2.5.1: The Early Neolithic Carinated Bowl 

 

 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥдΨдΥжЮEċƖũǃЮ ĲŸũŔƣőŔĦЮƓŸƣƣĲƖǃЮĲǂĦċƻċƣĲĬЮŉƖŸůЮìŔŰĬůŔũũЮcŔũũеЮìŔũƣƚőŔƖĲЮёuĲŔũũĲƖЮΤάΩΨђ 
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The earliest form of pottery made in Britain and Ireland in the early Neolithic was bowl 

pottery and the Carinated Bowl is found throughout both Britain and Ireland within this 

period (Figure 2.5.2) (M¿ller & Peterson 2015, 591; Sheridan 2007). Carinated Bowls 

are finely made, with a convex base and were initially undecorated and were originally 

thought to be relatively unitarian in style (see Herne 1988; M¿ller & Peterson 2015). 

However, it is debated as to whether these origins begin in south-eastern England with 

both Cleal (2004, 178-80) and Sheridan (1995, 17; 1997, 218-9) suggesting that 

Carinated Bowl horizons occurred at the very start of the early Neolithic in both Ireland 

and western Scotland with these vessels having a wide range of forms. Yet, due to 

their convex base, Carinated Bowls are restricted in the range of vessels which can 

be produced, and this later led to Carinated Bowls being modified to contain both 

practical (such as lugs) and decorative elements being added. Beyond the very 

earliest Neolithic contexts, M¿ller & Peterson (2015, 10) suggest that anything beyond 

this variant is a ódevelopedô style of Carinated Bowl with Sheridan (2007, 461) adding 

that due to the artisanal consistency skill needed to create ódevelopedô styles is 

indicative of a well-established tradition of pottery construction. Initially suggested by 

Herne (1988, 15), those bowls which contained less carination and complex, 

óshoulderedô rims from areas such as Broome Heath showed a later tradition to the 

Carinated Bowl suggesting that communities were becoming specialised and 

confident in their craft. 

Cleal (2004, 181-2) has since suggested that these chronologies are further 

subdivided, particularly in southern England into two distinct phases: firstly the óEarly 

or Developing Neolithicô c. 3850-3650 BC and secondly the óHigh or Developed 

Neolithicô c, 3650-3350 to differentiate between those early Carinated Bowls and the 

later more advanced and decorated vessels. Furthermore, within this vein, Cowie 
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(1993, 19) has noted that in eastern and central Scotland, this later period sees the 

development of the óheavy bowlô whilst Peterson (2003, 133) has also suggested a 

similar development for Wales during this period. Moreover, in western Scotland and 

Ireland, Sheridan (2000; 2003a) notes the advancement of ceramic bowl tradition 

noting that not all bowls contain carination. S-profiled bowls are found in a variety of 

sizes and are mainly open with either a gentle or significant splayed neck or even an 

upright neck. Bowls with an S-profile contain simple rims that are often rounded and 

occasionally rolled over outwards with a lip whilst neck variations include straight to a 

gentle curve with a carination which is gentle with the bellies of the bowl ranging from 

shallow to deep (Figure 2.5.3; Figure 2.5.4). However, those with sharp definitions 

have been excavated alongside the former such as at Newbridge, Edinburgh and 

Carzield, Dumfries and Galloway (Sheridan 2007, 458).  
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[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥдΨдΦжЮÑƖċĬŔƣŔŸŰċũЮ9ċƖŔŰċƣĲĬЮ7ŸƽũЮƓŸƣƣĲƖǃЮƽŔƣőЮĤŸƣőЮ9ċƖŔŰċƣĲĬЮċŰĬЮÉцƚőċƓĲĬЮƓƖŸǯũĲдЮΤдЮ9ũċŔƚőЮΥдЮ7ŔŊŊċƖЮ9ŸůůŸŰЮΦдЮ
 ĲƽĤƖŔĬŊĲЮΧдЮ9ċƖǍŔĲũĬЮΨдЮ ƨĦőċƣĲŊċŰЮёÉőĲƖŔĬċŰЮΥΣΣΪеЮǯŊЮΫеЮΧΨάђд 
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[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥдΨдΧжЮ~ŸĬŔǯĲĬЮ9ċƖŔŰċƣĲĬЮ7ŸƽũЮƓŸƣƣĲƖǃЮŔŰЮƣőĲЮ ŸƖƣőЮEċƚƣЮƚƣǃũĲжЮΤдЮEċƚƣĲƖƣŸŰЮŸŉЮÅŸƚĲŔƚũĲЮΥдЮ7ċũĤƖŔĬŔĲЮΦдЮ?ĲĲƖѢƚЮ?ĲŰеЮuŔŰƣŸƖĲЮ
ΧдЮ7ŸŊőĲċĬЮΨдЮxĲŊŊċƣƚĬĲŰЮÄƨċƖƖǃЮёÉőĲƖŔĬċŰЮΥΣΣΪеЮΧΩΥђд 

 

There are those ceramics which appear less frequently than Carinated Bowls and they 

are Uncarinated Bowls, globular bowls and cups and collared jars. The former, unlike 

their coil-built counterparts, these are made as pinch pots with their rims being gently 

rounded to a point or upright and turned in slightly. The latter collared jars are vessels 

with deep belly, they are sinuous with a globular profile containing a short, upright 

collar with a slight splay (Sheridan 2007, 460). These ceramics also have a relative 

absence of decoration with the only exception being that of fingertip fluting where a 

line is drawn in the wet clay from the tip of the rim vertically down the body (Sheridan 

2007, 461). This decorative motif is spread far and wide, from Yorkshire (Weaverthorpe 

XLII; Rudston LXI) (Newbigin 1937), to Northern Ireland (Shaneôs Castle, Co. Antrim) 

(Sheridan 1985) as well as Scotland (Crathes Hall) (Sheridan 2007, 461). 

Furthermore, apart from an example at the NM round barrow, Pitnacree, Perth and 
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Kinross (Coles & Simpson 1965), lugs appear to be absent in the creation of these 

ceramics (Sheridan 2007, 461). However, Henshallôs óNorth-Eastern styleô (Henshall 

1983; 1984; 1997) demonstrates a variation of the Carinated Bowl tradition. These 

ceramics frequently contain the fingertip fluting as well as the occasional use of incised 

linear motifs alongside the addition of lugs and modified neck and rims. Moreover, 

many of these ceramics contain a ripple burnishing finish to create a glossy effect 

decorated using a burnisher and not fingertips (Sheridan 2007, 461). Conversely, with 

these vessels, lugs are added along the circumference of the neck or created by 

modifying the rim to create a óbag-shapedô bowl as well as two decorated collared 

bipartite ceramics uncovered at Balbridie which Sheridan suggests could be a 

predecessor of the later Unstan ware (Ralston 1982; Sheridan 2007, 491). 

Furthermore, ceramics with similarities to the óNorth-Eastern styleô have been found 

along the Scottish border (The Hirsel) (Sheridan 2007, 461), from the Clyde cairns of 

south-west Scotland and at Cultopuhey, Perth and Kinross (Henshall 1972, 306). 

Similar ceramics can also be explored in north-eastern Ireland at Lyles Hill, Co. Antrim 

(Evans 1953; Sheridan 2007, 463). 

 

2.5.2: The Origins of Carinated Bowl Pottery in Britain and Ireland 

 

As already mentioned, the arrival of the Neolithic into Britain and Ireland is relatively 

late compared to that of the continent where Neolithic practises had existed from c. 

7000 BC. Therefore, it has been difficult to pinpoint an origin for the Carinated Bowl 

with Sheridan (2007, 468) noting a ócousinlyô relationship between ceramics rather 

than a óparentalô one. However, building on the original proposal by Piggott (1954) 

through the works of Vanmontfort (2004), Martinez & David (1991) and Jeunesse et 
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al. (2004), the origins of the Carinated Bowl are likely to be in the Nord-Pas de Calais 

and northern Picardie regions of north-eastern France. It is in these areas where the 

Middle Neolithic ceramic traditions of Northern Chassey and Michelsberg traditions, 

particularly in the southern areas of The Netherlands and Belgium and Scheldt Basin 

find the most parallels with the Carinated Bowl (Sheridan 2007, 468). Those ceramics 

from the southern Low Countries not only contain a lack of decoration, but also thin 

walls as well as a fine fabric with the surfaces smoothed (Vanmontfort 2004). 

Furthermore, Martinez & David (1991) show similarities with S-profiled Carinated 

Bowls within the Northern Chassey region with elements of collared jars also 

appearing at Lommel-Kattenos, Belgium; (Vanmontfort 2004). However, for all the 

similarities of these regions, there is still no exact parallel for the Carinated Bowl 

(Sheridan 2007, 469) (Figure 2.5.5). 
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[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥдΨдΨжЮÑőĲЮŰŸƖƣőцƽĲƚƣЮŸŉЮEƨƖŸƓĲЮƚőŸƽŔŰŊЮƣőĲЮĦƨũƣƨƖċũЮŊƖŸƨƓƚЮŔŰЮƣőĲЮǯŉƣőЮĦĲŰƣƨƖǃЮё9ƨůůŔŰŊƚЮΥΣΤΪеЮΦΧђд 

 

 

Sheridan (2010, 91-5) has argued that a successful wave from Brittany c. 4000 BC 

along the western seaboard due to the uncovering of a ceramic pot found at 

Achnacreebaeg, western Scotland is of Breton origin being identifiable as late Castellic 

style from the Morbihan region of Brittany and dating to c. 4300-3900 BC (Figure 2.5.6; 

Figure 2.5.7) (Sheridan 2004, 10). Furthermore, burnt material associated with 

Carinated Bowls from Ballintoy, Co Antrim (Mogey 1941) on the east of Ireland 

suggests a terminus post quem of c. 4000 and could be indicative of movement along 

the western seaboard with ceramics (Sheridan 2004, 10). Due to this, Sheridan argues 

that the Carinated Bowl tradition arrived at significant parts of Britain and Ireland via 
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this route (Sheridan 2010, 99). Finally, these movements culminated in a migration 

from Normandy which was marked by the arrival of distinctive ceramic styles which 

became the precursor to the south-western/Hembury style pottery found in 

Devon/Cornwall (Sheridan 2010, 100-1). However, no ceramics in the Breton style 

have been found in Wales with Sheridan (2004, 10) noting that an absence of ceramics 

does not mean that there was no contact and it could simply mean that the Mesolithic 

populations of Wales did not adopt the novel idea of pottery at this time. 

 

 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥдΨдΩжЮ7ŔƓċƖƣŔƣĲЮĤŸƽũЮŉƖŸůЮ ĦőŰċĦƖĲĲĤĲċŊЮёÉőĲƖŔĬċŰЮΥΣΣΧдЮΤΦђд 
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[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥдΨдΪжЮxċƣĲЮ9ċƚƣĲũũŔĦЮĤŸƽũЮŉƖŸůЮéŔĲƖƻŔũũĲеЮ ŸƖůċŰĬǃЮёÉőĲƖŔĬċŰЮΥΣΣΧеЮΤΦђд 

 

 

 

2.5.2: The Use of Pottery in the Early Neolithic 

 

At the very start of the early Neolithic, the new pottery technology was likely bound to 

its function with food preparation with very few Neolithic pottery showing absolutely no 

trace of cooking (M¿ller & Peterson 2015, 13-14). Most pottery found from the Neolithic 

contain some form of charring or remains of food residue. Remains of pottery found at 

Blasthill, Argyll (Figure 2.5.8) show that due to its pitted surface the vessel was 
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regularly placed upon the embers of a fire whereas other vessels such as those at 

Biggar Common West, South Lanarkshire contain bases covered in soot implying that 

they were suspended above an open fire (M¿ller & Peterson 2015, 13; Sheridan 1997, 

204). Moreover, Peterson (2003, 151) notes that the strength of Neolithic pottery to 

withstand the shock and stress of heat will not have limited the cooking capabilities of 

the ceramics, but it may have influenced the type of cooking which was possible.  

 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥдΨдΫжЮÉőĲƖĬƚЮŉƖŸůЮċЮ ĲŸũŔƣőŔĦЮƻĲƚƚĲũЮŉƖŸůЮċƣЮ7ũċƚƣőŔũũеЮ ƖŊǃũũЮ҂Ю7ƨƣĲЮƽŔƣőЮŸǂŔĬŔƚċƣŔŸŰЮŸŰЮƣőĲЮĤċƚĲЮċŰĬЮƚŸŸƣЮŸŰЮƣőĲЮƽċũũƚЮ
ĬĲůŸŰƚƣƖċƣŔŰŊЮƣőċƣЮƣőŔƚЮƻĲƚƚĲũЮƽċƚЮƓũċĦĲĬЮĬŔƖĲĦƣũǃЮƨƓŸŰЮĲůĤĲƖƚЮё~ƬũũĲƖЮ҂ЮÂĲƣĲƖƚŸŰЮΥΣΤΨеЮΤΦђд 
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Through lipid analysis using gas chromatography (see Evershed et al. 1992) it is 

possible to not only see what foodstuffs the ceramics contained but also to explore the 

connections between different foodstuffs stored within the ceramic types (Jones 1999; 

M¿ller & Peterson 2015, 13). For example, early Neolithic pottery was not only used 

to cook meat but also used to heat milk. Furthermore, Smyth & Evershed (2015a; 

2015b) have shown that in Ireland, early Neolithic pottery was used for the processing 

of dairy such as milk, cheese, and yogurt with only a small number of pots being used 

for the storing, preparation and cooking of meat. Moreover, pottery also allowed the 

brewing and consumption of alcohol and hallucinogenic brews, and the presence of 

ceramics found at monuments raises interesting questions regarding ritualised 

contexts more than those within settlement contexts (Counihan 1999; Dineley & 

Dineley 2000; Lysaght 2002). 

The advent of pottery may be tied in with food preparation and cooking (Figure 2.5.8), 

but within early Neolithic contexts there are regional variations with their deposition. In 

the south of England, ceramics are often excavated from pits or contexts associated 

with the pre-barrow phases within causewayed enclosures, but ceramics are not 

commonly found within those primary context phases of chambered tombs (Whittle et 

al. 2011, 759). Thomas (2013, 370) notes that at the very start of the Neolithic in 

southern Britain, the use of ceramic vessels was reserved for special occasions, 

although beyond the very early Neolithic, it would see much more of a widespread 

use. However, in the north of Britain and Ireland, small numbers of ceramics are found 

within the contexts of early Neolithic chambered tombs such as at Ballintaggart, Co. 

Amargh, Ireland and Cairnholy I, Dumfries and Galloway, Scotland (Thompson et al. 

2015). Furthermore, significant numbers of ceramics are found within settlement sites 
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and has been suggested by Sheridan (2007) that pottery was used more in everyday 

life within these areas (Smyth 2014; Thomas 2013, 369). Moreover, as the clay to 

create pottery was locally sourced, it is likely that ceramics were made and used within 

the local area and due to the difficulties in determining the provenance of the clay used 

within ceramics, it remains uncertain as how far Carinated Bowls travelled from their 

production site (Cooney 2000, 186; Thompson et al. 2015). However, between 3700-

3500 BC gabbroic wares originating from The Lizard in Cornwall travel considerable 

distances from their source, yet this could be more about the contents of the pot rather 

than the vessel itself (Whittle et al. 2011, 794). 

The chapter has considered ceramics in the established Neolithic from their arrival as 

a fully formed technology in the Mesolithic/Neolithic transition through to the developed 

bowls of the established Neolithic. Furthermore, this chapter has explored the 

conclusions which have drawn about the use of ceramics based on their contents and 

the contexts they are found in. The next chapter will move on to consider stone tools 

beginning with stone axes and their use in the established Neolithic. 

 

2.6: Stone Axes 

 

This chapter will begin by considering what stone axes are before moving on to their 

extraction points in Britain and Ireland (lithics will be considered separately in Chapter 

2.7). From here, this chapter will examine what has been discussed about the 

movement of stone axes throughout Britain and Ireland as well as further afield in 

continental Europe and what this says about movement in the established Neolithic. 
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2.6.1: The Stone Axe 

 

One of the characteristics of early Neolithic material culture is the stone axe. These 

objects are often crafted from flint or stone by shaping them into a rough shape through 

knapping, grinding, and polishing to create a smooth exterior finish (Figure 2.6.1) 

(Healy 1984, 23-5; Gardiner 1990, 121). 

 

 

[ŔŊƨƖĲжЮΥдΩдΤжЮŰЮĲċƖũǃЮ ĲŸũŔƣőŔĦЮƓŸũŔƚőĲĬЮƚƣŸŰĲЮċǂĲЮŉƖŸůЮ7ċũũǃƓŸƖƣƖǃЮÉŸƨƣőеЮ9ŸдЮ9ũċƖĲеЮfƖĲũċŰĬЮё9ũċƖĲЮxŔĤƖċƖǃЮΥΣΥΤђд 

 

 

Butler (2005, 142) estimates that it would have taken as much as 40 hours to create 

a polished stone axe and whilst this may not give any serious benefits, polishing an 

axe can prevent the stone from moving within the haft. Furthermore, when the edge 

of an axe is polished, it removes the ridges and scars which can easily flake during 

use (Vemming & Madsen 1983; Olausson 1983). Polishing an entire axe is time 
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consuming when compared to flaking, but it does bring out the character of the stone 

in ways which cannot be achieved through flaking thus bringing a large degree of 

control over the form of a finished product (Bradley & Edmonds 1993, 49). 

Although a lot of stone axes have been found as stray finds which makes it difficult to 

assess the exact context these artefacts were originally deposited, there have been 

large quantities of stone axes found at causewayed enclosures as well as depositions 

at settlements and pits as well as watery context such as fens, bogs, and rivers such 

as the Sweet Track, Somerset (Cooney 2000, 208; Edmonds 1995). 

 

2.6.2: Petrology 

 

When choosing an extraction site for stone, those in the early Neolithic chose to quarry 

at specific locations, often within a óHighland Zoneô and because of this, petrologists 

have been able to identify stone axe extraction sites to exact sites around the Britain 

and Ireland (Bradley & Edmonds 1993, 61; 64-5). These sources of extraction for stone 

axes began to be used in Britain during the 38th and 37th century BC (Whittle et al. 

2011, 794). It is likely that in places such as north-west England the distinctive tuff 

found in coastal and stream deposits known in the Mesolithic were later traced to its 

parent outcrop in Cumbria during the early Neolithic using many of the techniques 

used by mineral prospectors (Bradley 2007, 37). By using petrology, it is possible to 

pinpoint and demonstrate exactly where the stone was sourced used in creating stone 

axes (Clough & Cummins 1988). Though the technique, it has been possible to locate 

and number the areas in Britain and Ireland which have shown to be the most prolific 

such as Group I (Cornwall), Group VI (Langdale, Cumbria), Group VII (Graig Lwyd, 

north Wales) and Group IX (Tievebulliagh and Rathlin Island, Ireland) (Bradley & 
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Edmonds 1993) (Figure 2.6.2). Bradley & Edmonds (1993) have noted that Group VI 

has produced thousands of stone axes and as much as a third of all stone axes found 

in Britain can be traced to Langdale (Cooney 2000, 204) (Figure 2.6.3). In Ireland, 

Group IX from Tievebulliagh and Rathlin Island is a distinctive type of stone called 

porcellanite and has produced the largest quantity of stone axes (Cummings 2017, 

52).  

 

 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥдΩдΥжЮÑőĲЮũŸĦċƣŔŸŰЮŸŉЮƚƣŸŰĲЮċǂĲЮĲǂƣƖċĦƣŔŸŰЮƚŔƣĲƚЮŔŰЮ7ƖŔƣċŔŰЮċŰĬЮfƖĲũċŰĬдЮÑőĲЮũċƖŊĲƖЮƣőĲЮĬŸƣеЮƣőĲЮůŸƖĲЮƓƖŸũŔǯĦЮƣőĲЮũŸĦċƣŔŸŰЮ
ё9ƨůůŔŰŊƚЮΥΣΤΪеЮΨΥЮċŉƣĲƖЮ9ũŸƨŊőЮ҂Ю9ƨůůŔŰƚЮΤάΫΫђд 
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[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥдΩдΦжЮÑőĲЮĬŔƚƣƖŔĤƨƣŔŸŰЮŸŉЮ]ƖŸƨƓЮéfЮċǂĲƚЮƣőƖŸƨŊőŸƨƣЮůċŔŰũǃЮ7ƖŔƣċŔŰЮё?ċƻŔƚЮ҂ЮEĬůŸŰĬƚЮΥΣΤΤеЮΤΪΤђд 
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2.6.3: Stone Axes Beyond their Source 

 

Being able to pinpoint where stone axes originate using petrology means that it is 

possible to track the distribution of stone axes throughout Britain and Ireland. For 

example, over 100 Group VI stone axes from Langdale, Cumbria are found in Ireland. 

Furthermore, Group IX porcellanite from Tievebulliagh and Rathlin Island, Co. Antrim 

are found throughout Ireland with approximately 200 stone axes and roughouts also 

being found throughout the British Isles (Figure 2.6.4) (Cooney 2000, 205). This is 

particularly prevalent in south-west Scotland where a cache was discovered close to 

the sea containing five roughouts which were in their final stages of being turned into 

a stone axe before the polishing began (Cooney & Mandal 1998; Saville 1999; Scott 

1973; Sheridan 2004, 14). with Cooney & Mandelôs (1998, 175) work highlighting that 

Cornish gabbro from the Lizard has been found in Ireland. Moreover, stone axeheads 

from Wales have been found in Scotland such as the fragmented remains of a Group 

VII (Graig Lwyd) axehead from within a pre-henge context at Cairnapple, West Lothian 

(Piggott 1950). It would appear in the early Neolithic that axes were moving both up 

and down the Atlantic fa­ade in significant numbers.  
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[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥдΩдΧжЮÑőĲЮĬŔƚƣƖŔĤƨƣŔŸŰЮŸŉЮ]ƖŸƨƓЮfñЮċǂĲƚЮŔŰЮ7ƖŔƣċŔŰЮċŰĬЮ]ƖŸƨƓЮéfЮċǂĲƚЮŔŰЮfƖĲũċŰĬЮё9ŸŸŰĲǃЮΥΣΤΦеЮΥΣΨђд 
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2.6.4: Stone Axe in Europe 

 

Stone axes have been found in Britain and Ireland which have come from further afield 

with over 100 stone axes being sourced from the Alps in Europe (P®trequin et al. 

2011). These Alpine stone axes are constructed from amphibolite, eclogite, nephrite, 

omphacitite and jadeite (Figure 2.6.5) and have distinctive shades of green ranging 

from light to dark in colour with Sheridan & Pailler (2012) noting that jadeitite is found 

in mainland Europe throughout the fifth millennium BC (P®trequin et al. 2011, 62). The 

extraction sites for jadeite were located at an altitude of between 1700-2400m above 

sea level which limited their extraction to the summer months (P®trequin et al. 2007; 

P®trequin et al. 2012, 214-57). Furthermore, distribution patterns of these axeheads 

are found in large quantities north of the Alps in Brittany, Scotland and Denmark with 

P®trequin et al. (2011, 65) debating as to whether axeheads from the Alps had 

significantly less value across the Po valley of northern Italy than those places of 

northern Europe. Walker (2018) notes that British and Irish axeheads exist on a 

northern fringe of stone axe distribution (Figure 2.6.6). The larger the axe head caused 

the role to change; it was not to be functional, but instead as a special object. This can 

be explored in Britain, where one of these stone axes has been found at the Sweet 

Track, Somerset whilst fragments of another have also been found at Cairnholy I, the 

chambered tomb in Dumfries and Galloway (Piggott & Powell 1949). However, as 

distribution maps generally cover the period between c.5000-3000 BC it gives a false 

impression that these large axeheads were circulated in the same manner at the same 

time throughout Europe for two millennia (P®trequin et al. 2011, 65). The height of this 

movement was probably during the fifth millennium centred around the Paris Basin 
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and Brittany before passing these objects on to Britain, Ireland and Germany and at 

1700km from their destinations as the crow flies from their source, it suggests complex 

societies functioning across differing languages and cultures sharing similar ideas 

across these areas (P®trequin et al. 2011, 76). 

 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥдΩдΨж ЮŢċĬĲŔƣĲЮċǂĲőĲċĬЮĲǂĦċƻċƣĲĬЮŉƖŸůЮċЮĤċƖƖŸƽЮŔŰЮìŔũƣƚőŔƖĲЮёÑőĲЮÉċũŔƚĤƨƖǃЮ~ƨƚĲƨůЮΥΣΥΤђд 
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[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥдΩдΩж ũƓŔŰĲЮċǂĲƚЮċŰĬЮƣőĲŔƖЮĬŔƚƣƖŔĤƨƣŔŸŰеЮƣőĲЮũċƖŊĲƖЮƣőĲЮĤũċĦťЮĬŸƣеЮƣőĲЮŊƖĲċƣĲƖЮŰƨůĤĲƖƚЮŉŸƨŰĬЮё?ċƻŔƚЮ҂ЮEĬůŸŰĬƚЮ
ΥΣΤΤеЮΩΦђд 

 

 

Not all stone axes are moved throughout Britain and Ireland. The polished stone axes 

of the Shetland Islands (Figure 2.6.7) are unique in their creation and known as Group 

XXII. Constructed from local Uyea porphyry, they contain crystals and large grains of 

quartz or feldspar which leads these axes to have a huge variation in colour (Troll et 
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al. 2005). Uyea porphyry can only be extracted from a few places on North Roe and 

one of the extraction sites at Beorgs of Uyea is comparable to other early Neolithic 

axe extraction places such as Lambay, Langdale and Rathlin (Ballin 2011; Cooney et 

al. 2013). However, no polished stone axes from the Shetland Isles have been found 

outside of the archipelago which has often been claimed is on the account of 

Shetlandôs isolated geographical position. 

 

 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥдΩдΪж ÉőĲƣũċŰĬЮƓŸũŔƚőĲĬЮƚƣŸŰĲЮċǂĲƚЮŉŸƨŰĬЮċƣЮ~ŸĬĲƚƣǃеЮ~ċŔŰũċŰĬЮÉőĲƣũċŰĬЮё9ƨůůŔŰŊƚеЮƓĲƖƚŸŰċũЮĦŸũũĲĦƣŔŸŰђд 

 

 

In Britain and Ireland, many stone axes are sourced from difficult or dangerous 

locations to access such as high altitudes in mountain ranges. An example of this are 

the Group VI stone axes from Langdale where Langdale tuff is quarried from outcrops 

that are exposed towards the summit with Langdale tuff also being taken from the 

highest mountain in England, Scafell Pike (Bradley & Edmonds 1993; Cooney 2000, 

191). Furthermore, this has been noted with Group IX at Tievebulliagh, Co. Antrim, 
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Penmaenmawr, north Wales (Group VIII), Preseli mountains, south Wales (Group VII) 

and Creag na Caillich, Perth and Kinross (Group XXIV) where these stone axes are 

also quarried from mountainous locations (Cooney 2000, 191). This could be indicative 

that in the Neolithic, communities were actively choosing to go to extreme lengths to 

acquire certain visually distinctive stone from perilous locations where the difficulty in 

acquiring the stone added to the materialôs significance and desire when creating a 

stone axe where over time, the source place gains a reverence of its own accord 

(Topping 2021, 56).  

This could be mean that from its remote source point, people were moving distinctive 

and recognisable stone, converting it into objects which could be identified as being 

from a particular place. Moreover, both Bradley (2000) and Whittle (1995) have 

discussed that within the cosmology of the Neolithic, mountains may have held a 

sacred place within belief systems where particularly high places may been residence 

of gods, spirits, ancestors, other supernatural beings or as a ógift from the earthô 

(Cummings & Whittle 2004; Cummings 2009). Therefore, a stone axe sourced from 

these places may have had its own agency becoming a ópiece of that placeô that can 

be carried with a person (Bradley & Edmonds 1993; Thomas & Tilley 1993). 

It has been noted by both Smith (1979) and Cummins (1979) that in the early Neolithic 

the distribution of Group VI and Group XXIV stone axes demonstrates an even fall-off 

the further away from the production site and it was not until c.3400 BC that the stone 

axes travelled far beyond their source when axes from Group I, Group VI, Group VII 

and Group IX gain a much wider distribution far beyond the even fall-off from the 

source, extending into areas with a good flint supply as far as Yorkshire, East Anglia 

and Thames valley. It was not only stone axes which were constructed from areas; 

other stone implements, and tools were also created from many of these source areas 
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such as Group IX (Figure 2.6.8) and Group VII (Sheridan 1986, 23). However, it 

appears that only the stone axes circulated beyond the local area and much like flint, 

this could have been a two-stage process with the roughout being taken from the 

source in the first instance and was later ground and polished elsewhere, often in 

fertile land further away (Bradley & Edmonds 1993, 40; Gardiner 1990). Furthermore, 

Cummins (1979) adds that local stone can be underrepresented at a local level but 

find itself in high quantities towards the very limits of its distribution where certain parts 

of Britain and Ireland are dominated by one source with Cummins (1980) debating as 

to whether this could demonstrate the existence of potential territorial boundaries. 

 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥдΩдΫжЮ]ƖŸƨƓЮfñЮƓŸũŔƚőĲĬЮƚƣŸŰĲЮċǂĲЮŉƖŸůЮÑŔĲƻĲĤƨũũŔċŊőеЮÅċƣőũŔŰЮfƚũċŰĬЮё fЮ ƖĦőŔƻĲЮΥΣΥΧђ 

 

 

The source extraction points for stone axes are in marginal areas away from 

settlements and topographically beautiful remote places. For example, Group VI 
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sources are mountainous with most of the extraction points close to the highest peak 

in England whilst Group VII and Group IX sources are accessed through sea routes 

(Bradley & Edmonds 1993, 42). However, as raw materials the stone sourced from 

these locations is no tougher or better quality than stone source from easier locations 

and the fact that in the early Neolithic people were choosing to go extreme lengths is 

so consistent that it cannot be by chance (Bradley et al. 1992).   

 

 

[ŔŊƨƖĲШΞЮΣЮΤаШ?ŔƚƣƖŔĤƨƣŔŸŰШŸŉШ]ƖŸƨƓШfШƓŸũŔƚőĲĬШƚƣŸŰĲШċǂĲƚШы7ƖċĬũĲǃШѼШEĬůŸŰĬƚШΝΦΦΟЯШΠΡь 
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Bradley & Edmonds (1993, 45) debate that if skilled craftsmen were removing 

roughouts at their source, then there may well have been middlemen, entrepreneurial 

traders transporting roughouts to areas where there was a lack of local stone sources 

to fulfil demands from farmers within fertile areas (Houlder 1976). However, 

middlemen moving across the landscape overlooks Britain and Irelandôs island status; 

the sheer amount of Group I axes found within the Thames valley could equally have 

moved along sea routes along the English Channel and then into the Thames estuary 

(Cummins 1979; 1980). However, Cummins further notes that the bulk movement of 

Group I axes to the Thames valley was just the first stage in the distribution and that 

it was at the Thames valley where Group I axes were then secondarily distributed 

throughout the region (Figure 2.6.7). Furthermore, this can also be explored with 

Group VI axes which moved to northern Lincolnshire before being distributed into the 

Midlands and Yorkshire (Cummins & Moore 1973, 221). Bradley & Edmonds (1993, 

46) add that although it is difficult to assess how this final phase physically occurred, 

it indicates that maybe the significance of the stone axe had not changed, but rather 

their context. Conversely, movements could equally be random with Elliott et al. (1978) 

debating that the fall-off curves used for separate exchange systems indicate that their 

actual distribution occurred moving throughout the country through a series of short 

steps consistent with hand-to-hand exchange opposed to large exchange networks. 

However, Bradley & Edmonds (1993, 48) note that this explanation does not consider 

bulk movement over large distances and overlooks middlemen further distributing 

stone axes throughout the landscape. Bradley & Edmonds continue that Cummins 

(1979; 1980) does not consider the changing conditions of axes over the course of 

hundreds of years, treating every axe as equal. Whilst some axes are never used, 

some show evidence of reworking, resharpening and reflaking to provide the raw 
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materials for different tools. This suggests that axes were used over a long period 

before reaching their outer limits of distribution (Hodder & Lane 1982; Chappell 1987). 

The polishing of a stone axe brings out the characteristics of the raw materials used 

in its creation and Bradley & Edmonds (1993, 49) note that style may have been as 

important as use in the early Neolithic. This can be explored in Yorkshire where Manby 

(1979) points that this area contains at least three locally sourced raw materials yet 

also has some of the most imported axes arriving from Group I and VI with only approx. 

20% being constructed locally. These locally made axes are not always polished 

compared to the stone axes from beyond the area which are mainly completely 

polished. This could be indicative of the origin of the stone itself being more important 

than its physical attributes due to an exchanged objects biography which carried with 

it a history of the hands it had passed. Furthermore, with similar stone receiving 

different treatments, it suggests that an objects origin was socially determined. Thus, 

this was not a response to a problem from practical use, but instead one which was 

ascribed and manifested from their treatment which was dependent on the objectôs 

biography (Bradley & Edmonds 1993, 50). The stone quarried from extraction sites 

objectifies an area increasing an items value within society and therefore when that 

object is used, it retraces those steps taken. These steps may be real or imagined and 

thus strengthens the objects symbolic relationship with its point of origin. This not only 

raises its value but also brings places that are far within the social and cosmic order 

within the community (Godelier 1999, 167-70).      
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ìŔũĬũŔŉĲЮÑƖƨƚƣЮΥΣΥΧђЮ 

 

 

At the end of their life, stone axes were taken out of circulation with Whittle et al. (2011, 

794) noting that the extraction of axes declined after the 35th century BC with what 

was once extracted from the earth being returned to the earth. Stone axes were 

deposited at causewayed enclosures or in watery contexts such as rivers, bogs and 

wetlands, an act which may have been just as important as the extraction itself 

(Cooney 2000 208; Edmonds 1995). However, if the Thames was used as a point for 

further distribution of stone axes, Chappell (1987) debates that stone axes found within 

the river are ones which have been lost during transport. Yet, this does not explain the 

large proportions of axes found in wetlands, bogs, fens and at springs (Bradley 1990, 

66; 67). Furthermore, with some depositions, these stone axes were fragmented, 

broken up into small pieces thus taking it out of circulation (Edmonds 1995; 1998). 
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This section has considered what the stone axe is in the established Neolithic. It has 

also explored what has been written about their movements, the conclusions which 

have been drawn from their depositions and what this means in relation to movements 

in the established Neolithic. The next section will move on to addressing what has 

been written about lithics in the established Neolithic. 

 

2:7: Lithics 

 

Although lithic technology had been used in Mesolithic to create stone tools like 

microliths, in the early Neolithic stone was also used to create stone tools with tools 

and debitage often being found on Neolithic sites as signs of occupation (Butler 2005; 

Edmonds 1995; Griffiths 2014; Nelis 2004). Stone materials such as flint, chert, quartz 

and pitchstone were primarily used for the creation of sharp-edged tools with pressure 

flaking and fine retouching being characteristic of many flint assemblages which 

include adzes, awls, axes, leaf-shaped arrowheads (Figure 2.7.1), knives, points, 

scrapers and sickles (Butler 2005; Darvill 2010, 93). These lithic assemblages across 

the early Neolithic of Britain and Ireland are broadly similar with some exceptions such 

as the use of hollow scrapers in the northern half of Ireland (Nelis 2004, 162). 
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[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥдΪдΤжЮċЮũĲċŉЮƚőċƓĲĬЮċƖƖŸƽőĲċĬЮŉƖŸůЮ~ĲƖƣőǃƖЮ~ċƽƖеЮìċũĲƚЮё~ƨƚĲƨůЮŸŉЮìċũĲƚЮΥΣΥΥђд 

 

 

Within a Neolithic community, stone tools will have had many uses, from everyday 

lithics such as knives, scrapers and blades used for the preparation of food, to more 

profession-based roles such as butchery and leatherworking (Edmonds 1995, 46; 

Hurcombe 2014). Furthermore, leaf-shaped arrowheads would have been used for not 

only protection from predators such as wolves and even human foes, but also for the 

hunting of animals for furs and meat (Cummings 2017, 49). Moreover, Edmonds 

(1995, 40) notes that some stone tools would have been made quickly and ad hoc on 

a need to use basis from stone cores carried with people throughout the landscape. 

However, Edmonds (1995, 45) also adds that complex lithics such as leaf-shaped 

arrowheads will have required artisanal skill and suggests that the ability to knap quick 

tools was commonplace within a community, but any fine skill required a specialist.  
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2.7.1: Lithic Materials 

 

Flint is derivative of cryptocrystalline often forming nodules inside of sedimentary rocks 

such as chalk and limestone from the mineral quartz and not always the same colour, 

ranging from black, brown, and white as well as dark green and grey (Butler 2005, 15; 

Mineralology Database 2022; The Quartz Page 2022). Flint is hard, versatile and can 

be mined directly from primary source chalk deposits (Figure 2.7.2), but it can also be 

gained from secondary sources where primary flint sources have been moved by the 

effects of weathering and erosion and often collected from beaches and river valleys 

(Butler 2005, 17-18). Comparable to flint is chert, a hard, fine-grained sedimentary 

rock composed of silicone dioxide and is formed when pressure is exerted upon the 

microcrystalline or cryptocrystalline quartz (Knauth 1979). It is often utilised as a 

substitute for flint in areas where this mineral is scarce alongside quartz and quartzite 

(Butler 2005, 16). 
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Geographically, flint is relatively common within the large chalk deposits featured in 

the geology within Britain, particularly within eastern and southeastern regions of 

England as well as northeastern Scotland and northeastern Ireland (Figure 2.7.2). In 

places where flint is not commonly located, it can be found washed up on beaches 

from deposits of flint found underwater (Figure 2.7.3) (Topping 2021). Jensen (1994, 

166) has noted that through wear analysis, early Neolithic flint tools were used to 

produce or maintain equipment used in everyday life. For example, flint with serrated 

edges were probably used for whittling or rope manufacture as opposed to food 

production with Topping (2021, 110) adding that flint assemblages found at 

causewayed enclosures may represent the maintenance of personal equipment which 

occurred during seasonal events at monuments (Saville 2002, 94-6).  
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2.7.2: Flint Mining in the Early Neolithic 

 

In the early Neolithic c. 3980-3720 cal BC, flint was extracted by sinking large, deep 

shafts into the earth to reach the flint held within the chalk deposits and following the 

shaft being sunk into the ground, horizontal tunnels are then radially excavated 

outwards to reach the bands (Edinborough et al. 2019; Barber et al. 1999; Brace et al. 

2019, 768; Healy et al. 2011, 257-62; Russell 2000). This style of flint mining only 

occurs within the southeastern of England and has become associated with some of 

the earliest Neolithic activity within the British Isles due to its proximity to the southern 

coast with the largest being at Cissbury with 270 separate shafts being recorded 

(Barber et al. 1999; Whittle et al 2011, 257). Furthermore, flint extraction sites have 

also been recorded at Harrow Hill, Blackpatch, Long Down and Church Hall (Russell 

2000).     

This style of flint mining has parallels with northern Europe around 100-300 years 

before Britain and Ireland with flint extraction sites being in northern France, the 

Netherlands, Belgium, Denmark and southern Sweden (Giligny 2011; Giligny et al. 

2012, 1150-5; Weisberger 1981) as well as southern Europe where it is mirrored in 

Czechia, Italy and Spain (Topping 2021, 19). The geological richness of the Southern 

Downs of Britain may have been important in the promotion of cross-channel relations 

in the early Neolithic (Darvill, 2010, 95; Topping 2021, 19). However, Topping (2021, 

19) notes that some of these extraction sites may have been Mesolithic in origin. In 

northern France, these shafts were established before the Neolithic in Britain as huge 

galleries with some being as deep as 15m with the upper layers of flint being ignored 

in favour of those basal layers of flint (Collet et al. 2016; Darvill, 2010, 95; Felder et al. 

1998; Gilingy & Bostyn 2016; Healy et al. 2011, 257). 
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Excavations at flint mines have found that within the backfill, large quantities of red 

deer antler picks had been left behind and were possibly used to break away the chalk 

whilst ox scapulae were debatably used as shovels to remove spoil with Darvill (2010, 

95) adding that antler rakes, wooden tools and baskets would have also been used 

(Russell 2000 84-90).  

 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥдΪдΧжЮ ĲƖŔċũЮƓőŸƣŸЮŸŉЮƓƖĲőŔƚƣŸƖŔĦЮǰŔŰƣЮůŔŰĲƚЮ]ƖŔůĲƚЮ]ƖċƻĲƚеЮ ŸƖŉŸũťЮёEŰŊũŔƚőЮcĲƖŔƣċŊĲЮΥΣΥΧђ 

 

 

The taking of something from the Earth required that something had to be given back 

when the shaft was backfilled with chalk objects have been found at Blackpatch, 

Cissbury and Grimeôs Graves (Figure 2.7.4) alongside pottery at the latter (Topping 

2021, 71). Animal remains have also been found deposited within shafts and tunnels 

at Cissbury and Grimeôs Graves varying from simple deer antler through to the fully 

complete skeletal remains of an oxen which had been cooked and partly eaten 

(Russell 2000, 115). Furthermore, human remains have been found within flint mines 
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and range from isolated, fragmented remains through to fully articulated as found at 

Cissbury with this practice being mirrored at Wien-Mauer/Antonschºhe in Austria 

where the remains of ceramics as well as two adult females, an adult male as well as 

a child and an infant were found buried within multiple shafts (Trnka 2011; Topping 

2021, 131). These remains suggest that people of multiple ages and sex worked to 

extract flint and if these people and artefacts had been ritually deposited within the flint 

mines, they can be paralleled more broadly with depositional practises across the early 

Neolithic (Russell 2000). 

 

2.7.3: Distribution of Flint 

 

Although some flint knapping and shaping seems to have taken place around the 

extraction sites, once the flint had been removed from the earth, it was moved from its 

source of extraction and with no evidence at the extraction sites that grinding and 

polishing was conducted there, it is likely to have been done elsewhere (Thomas 2013, 

382). However, there appears to be that there are no long-term settlements within the 

area of the flint extraction sites and therefore, the flint was exported towards areas of 

occupation across southern England. This could indicate that flint was extracted 

seasonally or on a temporary basis (Russell 2000, 121-8). Furthermore, it also likely 

that only a handful of shafts were ever open at one time with Whittle et al. (2011, 255) 

adding that the tunnels were quickly backfilled once the flint was mined suggestive 

that extractions were accomplished within one season.  

Within the early Neolithic, flint was easily found above ground, yet people were going 

to great lengths to mine it with Edmonds (1995, 66) noting that the flint which had been 

acquired from deep within the earth is of much higher quality, better and easier to work 
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with and distinctly coloured. Yet, the extraction of flint may have served other 

purposes. It has been debated by both Edmonds (1995; 1998) and Russell (2000, 

142) that flint extraction may have been as much about community efforts as it was 

about acquiring flint where different groups of people came together to renegotiate 

social relations (Thomas 2013, 383). Through the labour exerted the removal of flint, 

became a symbol of the new alliances and networks which had formed during the 

extraction process. These ties were both physical and metaphorical within society and 

the acquisition of flint from the earth may have been highly ritualised. Topping (2011) 

adds that deposits within the mines are more than just leftovers from digging seasons 

and the acts of opening and closing flint mines may have been just as important as 

the act of mining itself. 

 

2.7.3: Stone Tool Use in the Early Neolithic 

 

Early Neolithic stone tool creation saw a move away from the microliths of the 

Mesolithic to a toolkit which reflected a Neolithic change to transhumance and more 

sedentary lifestyles including sickles and ground axes (Butler 2005, 135). This can be 

seen at settlement sites such as Hurst Fen which demonstrated the range of activities 

occurring within the area with Clark (1960) cataloguing ranges of cores, scrapers, leaf-

shaped arrowheads, serrated flakes, laurel leaves, awls, piercers, burins and knives 

as well as fabricators and sickle fragments (Figure 2.7.5). Butler (2005, 137) notes 

that such an assemblage of tools suggests that hunting took place due to the presence 

of leaf-shaped arrowheads alongside lithics associated with processing activities such 

as awls/pierces, knives and scrapers as well as sickles used during farming activities.   
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ΥΣΣΨеЮΤΥάђ 

 

 

The creation of large-scale monuments such as chambered tombs, long barrows and 

causewayed enclosures will have required great organisation and the control of 

resources which also required the large-scale production of stone tools (Butler 2005, 

137). However, except for burins, assemblages at the causewayed enclosures at 

Windmill Hill (Smith 1965) and Staines (Robertson-MacKay 1987) remain like that of 

Hurst Fen (Clark 1960) with Saville (2002) suggesting that specific specialised 

activities were not conducted at causewayed enclosures. 
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This section has explored the use of lithics in the early Neolithic from the materials 

used in the creation of lithics, how the raw materials were gathered and the types of 

tools made. Furthermore, it has also demonstrated the ranges of stone axes created 

across the British and Irish Isles and the distances to which some axes travelled across 

continental Europe. This thesis will now move to exploring mobility and what 

movement may have looked like in the early Neolithic.   

 

2.8: Mobility 

Ingrained with a natural curiosity and imbued with a pioneering spirit, human beings 

have distributed themselves throughout every environment within the globe. This 

section will present and explore the literature of what mobility is before placing it within 

the context of the established Neolithic. 

 

2.8.1: What is Mobility and Why do People Move? 

 

At the most basic level, mobility is movement. Mobility is fundamental to what it means 

to be human and through mobility humans shape the world around them through social 

interactions to the way the landscape is moved through (Leary 2014, 1). This 

movement can be achieved through simply walking and running, but can also include 

other movements such as dancing, hunting, rowing and herding. Alongside this, 

mobility can also be activities like cooking, gardening, gathering, pot-making and flint 

knapping. Because of this, mobility is not just the movement of people but also the 

nuance of objects from place to place (Leary & Kador 2016, 1, 2). Furthermore, this is 

governed as much by age, caste, ethnicity and orientation as they are by choice and 

circumstances (Farnell 1999, 343). This also includes the exchange of ideas and 
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information between singular people or groups which in turn create complex stories 

and meanings through socially constructed reasons which may include banishment 

and exile to relieve tensions within a social setting or movement for marriage partners. 

This has been noted by Gibbons (2019) who suggests that from their birth location 

when compared to males, some females travel great distances which has been 

interpreted as marriage ties between communities. Moreover, mobility may also be 

influenced by a charismatic figure or be religiously driven in the case of a pilgrimage 

with Darvill (2010, 170) suggesting this may have been the case with the Amesbury 

Archer at Stonehenge (Leary & Kador 2016, 2). Conversely, mobility may not need a 

reason, it can be spontaneous, fuelled by a need for adventure or to simply cure 

boredom (Kelly 1992, 1995; Whittle 1997). Furthermore, mobility may also be due to 

events beyond human control in the case of flooding, famine, drought or landslide such 

as in the case of Jarlshof and Toftôs Ness on Shetland (Figure 2.8.1) (Dockrill 2009). 
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[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥдΫдΤжЮЮĬĲƚĦƖŔƓƣŔŸŰЮŸŉЮĦǃĦũŔĦЮŉċƖůŔŰŊЮƽőŔĦőЮƓƖŸƻŔĬĲƚЮċЮőŔŊőЮĤċƖũĲǃЮǃŔĲũĬЮŉƖŸůЮƚůċũũЮŔŰǯĲũĬЮǯĲũĬƚЮƣőċƣЮċƖĲЮůŔĬĬĲŰЮůċŰƨƖĲĬЮ

ŉƖŸůЮċЮůƨũƣŔЮƖĲƚŸƨƖĦĲЮĲĦŸŰŸůǃЮƣőċƣЮƚőŸƽƚЮƣőĲЮĲǭĲĦƣƚЮŸŉЮĦƖŸƓЮǃŔĲũĬЮё?ŸĦťƖŔũũЮΥΣΣάђд 

 

 

It is often inferred that material cultures are the reflection of movements of groups and 

people. However, this frequently reduces debates to diffusion against migration and 

instead, the movements of people are nuanced, they are wrought with emotion and 

processes which are not clearly bounded or a unified single-mass event (Furholt 2018, 

165). These movements are structured long-term events that may involve many 

human and non-human actors and agencies which contain many stages. These 

stages may include scouting and reconnaissance with information returning over an 
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indeterminate period before a first group of migrants even arrives (Anthony 1990; 

1997). In addition, Leary & Kador (2016, 2) add that mobility patterns may be instigated 

by culture which can be static in one generation to highly nomadic in the next to 

manage cultural autonomy. Moreover, this mobility may be moving as a group, as a 

group with animals or travelling alone (Cummings 2017, 70; Leary & Kador 2016, 2). 

Therefore, however movement occurs, each step, movement and circumstances are 

wrought with power and meaning and experienced as exclusive and different by every 

person who has their own memories and perceptions of and within the landscape 

which leaves its own unique trace which may be applied to not only people, but also 

animals and assemblages of material culture (Gooch 2008; Leary & Kador 2016). 

 

2.8.2: Mobility in the Neolithic 

 

At the very onset of the Neolithic in Britain, communities moved throughout the 

landscape in short-stay or transient settlements where a transhumance lifestyle was 

likely practised with groups not only keeping, but also herding cattle to utilise different 

pastures which saw uplands grazed in summer and lowlands in winter where the 

climate and geography permitted (Cummings 2017, 84). Within the landscape, the 

remains of little scatters are often a good indication of temporary occupation 

throughout the area which are also often also associated with post holes, scoops and 

areas of burnt materials which may be the remains of hearths (Gibson 2003; Darvill 

2010, 88). Yet, contrary to this in the early part of the Neolithic are the timber halls 

found throughout Britain (Figure 2.8.2). These structures would have been visually 

impressive, measuring up to 15m in length and been a large investment of time to 

construct with Thomas (2013, 299) noting that most timber halls were also regularly 
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swept clean leaving little in the way of material culture. However, excavations at timber 

halls such as at Balbridie, Aberdeenshire have recovered over 20,000 cereal grains 

which has led to suggestions that farming or farming adjacent activities, such as a 

granary, are associated with timber halls (Fairweather & Ralston 1993). Excavations 

of timber halls have shown that at the end of use, these structures were mostly 

decommissioned by fire. This would have presented an immense visual spectacle 

which much like the construction of the timber hall would have had large amounts of 

time and energy invested and may have even seen communities travelling to witness 

the events (Noble 2006; Tringham 2005). 

 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥдΫдΥжЮ§ƻĲƖőĲċĬЮƓũċŰЮŸŉЮƣőĲЮƣŔůĤĲƖЮőċũũƚЮċƣЮìċƖƖĲŰЮ[ŔĲũĬЮċŰĬЮ7ċũĤƖŔĬŔĲЮё9ƨůůŔŰŊƚЮΥΣΤΪеЮΪΪђд 
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Although timber halls are associated with farming activities, there is little evidence to 

suggest that early Neolithic farmers utilised field systems or cultivated large fields of 

crops. However, farmers maintained smaller ógarden plotsô tended over long periods 

(Bogaard & Jones 2007; Cummings 2017, 73; McClatchie et al. 2014). Furthermore, 

not all plots tended will have been dedicated to cereals as the British Isles contains 

around 500 seasonally edible plants such as blackberries, crab apples, hazelnuts, 

leafy greens, raspberries, and tubers which were exploited (Jones 2002; McClatchie 

et al. 2014; Robinson 2000; Zvelebil 1994). Through subsistence activities of this 

nature, groups may have been forced to move throughout the landscape to avoid over-

exploitation of resources with areas being returned to seasonally where people 

remained mobile to varying degrees throughout the year. This can be explored through 

middening, where remains of occupation such as debitage, ceramics, animal and floral 

remains alongside burnt detritus show that groups returning to and reworked the same 

point within the landscape throughout many years (Allen et al. 2013). Through the 

herding of cattle and tending of garden plots to acts of middening and the construction 

of monuments, communities became anchored within a landscape very early within 

the Neolithic where a tie was created to a particular place. This created a ótethered 

mobilityô which arguably governed all patterns of settlement throughout the early 

Neolithic (Anderson-Whymark 2012; Anderson-Whymark & Thomas 2012; Chan 2011; 

Cummings 2017, 84; 85; Edmonds 1995, 80; Evans et al. 2016; Smyth 2012; Whittle 

1997). 
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2.8.3: Seafaring 

 

The origins of seafaring are not confined to the onset of the Neolithic and there is a 

large literature available for the origins of seafaring, maritime culture and the spread 

of humanity using boats (see Ammerman 2010; Callaghan & Scarre 2017, 355; 

Davidson 2013; Erlandson et al. 2011; Habu 2010). When it comes to maritime 

movement within archaeology, seaborne logistics are often overlooked with prehistoric 

communities often studied as though they are landlocked where the sea is viewed as 

a barrier which groups did not engage with due to evidence being sparse, incomplete 

or ambiguous (Branigan & Foster 2000; 2002; Cummings 2009; Parker Pearson 

2012b; Robinson 2013). However, archaeological evidence from not just mainland 

Britain, but also the colonisation of Ireland, Isle of Man, the Inner & Outer Hebrides as 

well as the Orkney and Shetland Isles shows that Neolithic mariners not only had 

seaworthy boats but also the competency and skill at navigating treacherous waters 

(Garrow & Sturt 2011; McGrail 2001; Patton 1991). Rivers carve up the landscape 

which is in turn bounded by a coastline. Within the theatre of the landscape, these 

riverine and coastal routes would have been a conduit to movement in the Neolithic, 

providing connections and even an economic backbone to different parts of the 

landscape (Haughey 2009, 5). Thus, the sea within the Neolithic was not a featureless 

background or an empty liminal barrier nor is the sea inherently symbolic. However, 

as the sea becomes physically engaged with through seafaring and fishing, 

communities become not only ordered by the sea, but the sea also shapes lives and 

experiences being just as socially constructed as the land (Branigan & Foster 2002; 

Mithen & Lake 1996; Robinson 2013). Therefore, water may also have been important 

to the Neolithic belief system, an agent of transformation between the living and the 

dead or even alluded to previous journeys undertaken by ancestors (Bradley 2012; 
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Richards, 1996). Furthermore, Parker Pearson (2012a) has also suggested that that 

rivers may have been incorporated into ritual pathways or been a dividing factor 

between places associated with the living and those with the dead. 

To travel across waterways requires skill. The waterways around the British Isles are 

dangerous, treacherous, unpredictable and wrought with hazards such as shifting 

tides, sandbanks, below surface rocks and reefs as well as whirlpools coupled with 

changeable weather, cold temperatures, driving rain and frequent gales (Richard & 

Jones 2016, 1; Robinson 2013). Yet, the vessels employed to travel did not only carry 

crew, but also carried cargo such as cattle and livestock and material culture along the 

seaboards of Britain and Ireland with contacts and connections which stretched along 

the Atlantic fa­ade as far as continental Europe (Bradley 2007, 8; Callaghan & Scarre 

2017; Garrow & Sturt 2011; Melton & Nicholson 2004; Patton 1991; Richards & Jones 

2015, 1; Robinson 2013).  

 

2.8.4: Boats 

 

Until the construction of sewn-plank boats during the second millennium BC, it is likely 

that movement across waterways during the early Neolithic would have been restricted 

to the use of logboats and skinboats and while simple, these vessels are adept at 

using inland and coastal waterways (McGrail 2001; Robinson 2013).  

 

2.8.5: Logboats 

 

At their most simple, the logboat is a hollowed-out tree trunk to create a dugout style 

canoe with very early examples excavated in northern Europe at Noyen-sur-Seine, 



ΝΜΣ 
 

France and Pesse, The Netherlands dating to c. 8000 cal BC (Arnold 1996, 30; 

Callaghan & Scarre 2017, 367; McGrail 2010, 99-100; van de Noort 2011, 153-54). 

Conversely, the oldest logboat found within Britain and Ireland was excavated at 

Lough Neagh dating to the Mesolithic c. 6000 cal BC (Callaghan & Scarre 2017, 368; 

Fry 2000). Within the archaeological record of north-western Europe, both singular 

and expanded logboats have been excavated at Bercy, France and Tybrind Vig, 

Denmark with the latter containing decorated paddles dating to approx.4000 cal BC. 

However, it is possible that these logboats date to the Mesolithic (Andersen 1987; 

Arnold 2006; Crumlin-Pedersen 2010, 22). Moreover, European examples from 

Scandinavia, Scotland and Ireland show that logboats were still being used during the 

late 19th and early 20th centuries (Crumlin-Pedersen 2010, 22; McGrail 2010, 2). 

However, there has been limited evidence for logboats used within the Neolithic in 

Britain and Ireland with examples uncovered from inland loughs and lakes at 

Greyabbey Bay (3499-3032 cal BC) (Figure 2.8.1) (Forsythe & Gregory 2007; 

McErlean et al., 2002, 45) and Inch Abbey (2739 cal BC) (Fry 2000, 99; McErlean et 

al., 2002, 44), Co. Down, Ireland as well as St. Albans, England (3980-3790 and 4035-

3705 cal BC) (Niblett 2001, 159).  
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[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥдΫдΤжЮÑőĲЮ]ƖĲǃċĤĤĲǃЮũŸŊĤŸċƣЮŔƚЮĦŸŰƚƣƖƨĦƣĲĬЮŉƖŸůЮŸċťЮőĲċƖƣƽŸŸĬеЮůĲċƚƨƖŔŰŊЮάдΤůЮǂЮΣдΫάůЮċŰĬЮőċƚЮĤĲĲŰЮƖċĬŔŸĦċƖĤŸŰЮ
ĬċƣĲĬЮƣŸЮΦΧάάцΦΣΦΥЮĦċũЮ79Юё ċƣŔŸŰċũЮÑƖƨƚƣЮΥΣΥΤċђд 

 

 

Although, often thought to only be confined to riverine and estuarine, ethnographic 

examples demonstrate that logboats are capable of extensive use in open water with 

fishers in both West Africa and Venezuela able to carry crews of over fifty people 

(Callaghan 1999; 2008; Fox 1925; 1926). Furthermore, Polynesian communities in the 

South Pacific will often lash two logboats together to create a catamaran style vessel. 

This gives the logboat a greater stability on open ocean allowing greater distances to 

be travelled and be at sea for extended periods (Fry 2000, 25). However, Andersen 

(1987) and Burov (1996) debate that when moving on the open sea, a logboat would 

only have a shallow draft which would not provide a sufficient freeboard against rolling 

ocean swells. This would be mean that logboats may have been confined to calmer 

sheltered waters, yet in fair conditions sea travel would be plausible (McErlean et al. 

2002, 406). Conversely, Robinson (2013) notes that although this is most certainly 

true, river, lake and estuarine conditions are also highly challenging environments 

which require expert navigation and maritime adeptness. 
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[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥдΫдΥжЮ ŰЮfƖŔƚőЮǯƚőĲƖůċŰЮƓőŸƣŸŊƖċƓőĲĬЮƽŔƣőЮċЮĦƨƖƖċĦőзЮċЮũŸĦċũЮƣǃƓĲЮŸŉЮũŸŊĤŸċƣЮĦдЮΤΫάΪЮёÅŸĤŔŰƚŸŰеЮΥΣΤΦђ 

 

 

2.8.6: Skinboats  

 

Skinboats are larger vessels than logboats and created using treated leather hides 

stretched, stitched over a wooden frame to create a lightweight vessel which has the 

natural advantage of lightness in relation to buoyancy. Due to its lightweight frame, a 

skinboat can easily beach and disembark on soft, sandy surfaces. The tools and raw 

materials needed to create a skinboat were certainly available within the Neolithic; 
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animal hides such as seal skins, blubber for waterproofing and sinew or twine used 

for stitching. While these may no longer exist within the archaeological record due to 

their organic nature, tools made from stone, bone and antler have been excavated in 

the archaeological record. Tools such as flint scrapers would have been used to not 

only scrape hides but also carve wood alongside bone used to create needles 

connected to twine or sinew which allowed for the sewing and fixing of hides (Robinson 

2013). This leads McGrail (2001, 11) to debate that the technology to construct a 

skinboat may predate that of the logboat.  

 

 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥдΫдΦжЮċЮƖĲĦŸŰƚƣƖƨĦƣĲĬЮĦŸƖċĦũĲфĦƨƖƖċĦőзЮċЮ]ċĲũŔĦЮĲƣőŰŸŊƖċƓőŔĦЮĲǂċůƓũĲЮŸŉЮċЮƚťŔŰĤŸċƣЮёÅĲċƖĬŸŰЮΥΣΥΦђ 

 

 

Historical and ethnographic examples of skinboats such as the Gaelic coracle (Figure 

2.8.3) are often between 1.5 and 10m and are used within rivers, lakes and estuaries 
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































