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TEMPERANCE 
PIONEERS 

- - 0++-

The "Seven Men of Preston" 
••• 

WH O TH EY WER E ANO 
WHAT THEY DI D. 

Un Sc ptc111bcr 1 tl,~ centenary o t l hc 
tempera nce ruovewcnt ,., to be cclcbrntcd '!' 
Preston and in nil part s or the coun t ry by 
thanks:;iv i.n:; services. public meeli n:;;, und :t 
feas t at wluch ·.nu food ,ni l be bread, chcc.oc 
and walcr. In view or tli1~ circun1stance the 
followin:; :;ruphic a rlic·le about t he •• ::;evcn 
Mon " of Preston, Wl'iltc•11 by Mr. W . B. 
i.\Ioss, lhc vereran m is~ione1 of ~Irs . L ewis's 
Teetotal Mission, L ees Hall, Blackburn, will 
be r end wi Lb d eep inlo,·est. 

ln a few days· "hous and~. 1f not millions , 
of pcopl!! will bo tnlki1og o r readin:,: a bout 
what was done b,· the •• Se ven i\lcn or 
Pi-eston " on Scptemb<'r I. 1832. Their names 
will a ppear i n prh11, and th e lives of t wo of 
lhom pa r lic ulnriSl'{l ~'u r t her tbnn that 
li ttle is likely 10 lw ~aid, because even 
tc mpcn,ncc his torians onl y r e fe r to four of' 
I he s even. Clai llls n11tl s tatements arc now 
being put forward loca l ly about thci1· 
rc l i:;ious connection. wit h so very litt le 
foundat ion in fnct I hnt what is definitely 
known about eac l• of' the s even should be 
•:!early s tated . 

l )vas privi li:;ccl when 1 cnmc to bo i\rrH. 
J.f'\1' 1s's l\{issionn ry in 1888 to s it at the fed 
of lbc schoolmas l c• r of t he 1,•mpcrnnce movl'­
uteut, Dr F R. L ees . The fi r s t f{'SSOn h,· 
I augh t me a ncl w hieh became part of 111y 
hc i n:::. was •• A I ways be sn re of your fn ct ~­
r.o to an v a mount of trouble lo find lhe 
truth," • 



<::onscc.tuent ly, when 1 was apiJoiutod oh :i 
committtcc lol'Juc<l ia London in 1021 to 
adequately celebrate Ute greates t moral 
movement of the 10th century, when t h" 
Cllntcnary yea1· dawned, l ad,crtiscd for, and 
10 a ll ways so ught to Jiud, t he dcscendaJ1ts or 
the :::ieven llcroe~ of t:he T emperance Hefonna­
tion. 80 rnr ruy know ledge wu., lim1 to<l to 
those of J ohn King and Joseph Lives ey . Th" 
task would have been eas ier, the r esult;; 
better, bad l begun my search earlier, for 
l was honored with t he friendship of 
\Yilliam Livesey, who assisted his father to 
extend t he objects of the l\Iodcratiou 
T empera.nee .~oc1ety, formed in Preston ou 
March 22, 1832. 

THE HI STORIC PLEDGE. 

The commiltce consis ted of 38 men. All 
" The Se1•eu " were on i t , except .John .King, 
w bo did not join t ill Juno. 1:Le was much 
addicted Lo driuJ,, and lo keep him out . ol 
danger was made captain of a district. llis 
duty was to visit and report on t he ru~mbcn; 
of his urea. '!'his work brought him to 
J oseph L1vescy·s s hop orr Thursday, Augus t 
23. Their convcrsatiou about the ruemben; 
who were getting drun k on . malt liquors led 
J oseph Livesey to write out a pledge to 
abstain from a ll that intoxicates. .King had 
been without for a few weeks ; Joseph Livesey 
had not tasted from J an uury, 1831. So botb 
appended their nnmes to the pledge. 

The society met every Tuesday in the 
Cockpi t, but, in view of so many captains 
reporting drunkenuess amongst the members, 
a special meeting was called for September 1. 
l t broke up without coming to any decision 
on the matter , except to cens ure or expel t he 
d efaulting members . i\[uch disappointed, 
J oseph Livesey told what he and John King 
had done a few days previot16ly, and en treated 
a 11 to do Ii kewisc. One and a110ther con• 
sen terl, and taking u s lip of paper from bis 
memorandum book he wrote in pencil the 
pledge and names as follows:-

We ag1·ee to abstain from all liquors of 
an intoxicating quaUty, whether ale, 
J)Ol'ter , wine or Ul'dcnt spi1·1 ts, except as 
med,icines. 

John Gratrix, 
Brodbelt, John 
Uavid Ander ton, 

Eduard Dickinson, John 
Smith, Joseph Livesey, 

John King. 

All honou r to those fnmous men of humb le 
orr::in, but not all unlettered. They were i.<11<' 
springs of migh t~· r ivers flowing iu all _lnnds 
to-clay. The follo11;n~ day Joseph Livesey 
rewrote t he pledge and had it engraved. H e 
then o-n1•e it to J ose11h Dearden-the fi r~t· 
tempe,'.'ance l1istorian-from whom it passed. 
about 1873. to Thomas Cook. of tourist and 
tPrtotnl fame. When thr jubi lee m<'et i ng,s 
wer e heir! in l\fnnch rster, in 1882. Mr. Cook 
sent it framer! in steel h~· n special cour ier. 
with strict i njunctions not to l et it pass ou t· 
of l1 is sight at t-l1e meetings. It bas not been 
in Lancashire since. but T h ope to see i t on 
viPw in Preston next month. I had much 
difficulty in t raci ng this pledge. but 
nlt ima tely found it in tbe Sir George 
Williams Memorial Room, Russel-square, W. 
H en n be seen now at tl1r London heacl­
q un rters of the Y.l\f.C.A. 

REFORMED DRUNKARD AS 
DOORKEEPER. 

T ~opied mo, t of the contents of t lie Prcst~n 
'rPmo<'rnnce Society's ~ninntP hook. 1832-.'i2. 111 
whi<'h no ment ion is mnrle of wl1at occurred 
on St>pf·emher 1. 1832. but th e fo llowing details 
show that nil "'l'he Seven" tool< some part 
in committee work. 

Dnvirl Anderton was appointed l ibrarian in 
June. 1832. to hn,-e <'xcl usiYP management of 
n ew names and pledges. and in August wnR 
instructed to pnrchnsc ,rnitnhle receptacles fo,· 
holdin~ the society•~ propprty. From other 
sources T i;lenn t hat he wns n schoolmaster. 

J ohn Smitl1 wns promi11ent in clistrihuting 
t ra cts before the society was formed. frp. 
qnently pre;;irled over th~ meetings. and was 
n1Jpointed to wait· on the vicar ,dtl1 n copy of 
D en rden's "Temprranr.e Hii;;tory" in ts,1-0. 
T-Ie was II tn !low chandler in husi oess. nnd
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Freeman of the borongh. Born Aug1.1st - 6, 
1i9.'i: died January 1. 1851. 

F.clward Dicl<ins~n. n reformed 1runka rd' 
was nnpointed doorkeeper a long w1tll J oh n 
King in .Tuly. 1832. and was II most earneSI 
speaker n t pn blic mccti ngs. 

.Tohu Gratrix did not take n very active 
part. H e wa~ the last su r~ivor of The Seve1;1. 
Dieq Ma.rch 23, 1887, in lns 79th year. l t 1B 



sa id he took intox icants ns medic ine for an 
in ter nal complaint. TTc :dtcndcd ('anon. 
street Congrcgnlionnl Church. nnd lti :-; 
daught e r was a leach e r nt Bai rstow-s t rcct fnr 
nea rly 50 years. 

J ohn Brod bell- was one of t li e you ng 
tea chers nt J oseph Li,c~e.r 's Adu lt Suncla_,. 
S,·1,ool, where it was decided on Jannar.,· 
I. 1832. lo form a 'l'cmperance 8ocicty. Fi e 
tn:;cd his fellow teachers lo adopt n pied:;,· 
of abs tine nce fi-0 111 a l! in toxicating liquo,·s. 
bnl wns m·Prnded. Otherwise he wonld l1nn· 
had th e honou r of firs t pulling !he teetota l 
plPdgc l,efore the world. 

SCHOOLMASTER AND CLERGYMAN . 

O f n studious nnh11·c. he tnught n gramnH\I' 
c lass in f·he ad ult school a nd was joint ecl il o r 
wit!, George Toul min of "'l'he Youthfu l 
'l'eetotn llcr," price ~d. S ix monlhly pnrb• wcrr 
issued. commencing J anun ry 1, 18~G. H ceased 
wilh t he .Tune number. publislling costs FX­

reeding t heir resou rces. Articles from hi< 
pe n, and those n1lpenring Inter in " The 
'l'cmpcrnnc1: Advocnte." were of a hi:.dt 
standard. After addressing meetings i n tl,c 
Isle of Man, he became a schoolmaste r · and 
snhsequently a cle rgyma n. 'rhanks to a n o ld 
"Crockford" l found in t he i\funchesf-e1· 
Reference Librn ry nncl an old mission lad. T 
wns abl e to trnce h im to Bentham. in Yo d,­
shire, a few weeks ago. His grn,·e is in tl1c 
churchya rd the re. containi ng a stone hea ring 
t his inscr iption:-

Erected by the paris hioner,; of Bentham in 
memory of J ohn B roclbelt. curate of f·his 
church, who died J ul.v 6. 18:iS. aged 4fi .vM 1·s. 

"The Temperance Record" for Jnnnnr.,· . 
1858. hns a pnragrnph from nn ach·ocate vis it­
ing Preston. w·ho wrot-e : "Dni-ing my stav T 
t ried to learn how man.v of 'rhe Seven i\:fen 
ha,! kept the plerlg-e. The following. T thin !,. 
is correct: Davi,! Ande rton a nd J oh n Grab-ix. 
Jh·in::;. but hnvP hMken their pl ecfoe; Edward 
DiPkinson , clen,1. but ,loubtf-uJ if he kept it 
t ill clenf-11; J oh n Smith . dead. fa ithful unto 
rlcnth : J oh n Brorl hPlt. living-. but dou btful ; 
.John King . .Tosep11 T,h·esey _ living nncl keep­
inr; t h e pledge. 1'his in formation mny 
perhaps furnish nn answe r some clay fo r 
"Notes and Quer ies." 

0 

J ohn King was born at Walton-!e-Da le on 
Decembe r 25, 17!l5. uot two hundred yards 
fr,,m J oseph Livesc.r's birtb1!lace. ,i s lads 
they played together. His ,1~nrents werP 
Qnnke rs and small f:u111ers. ! hey_ al lowed 
t he i\Icthod ists to hold sernces in tbe11· 
house, which s nbsequently was pulled ~!own. 
nnd now the \\"esleya n Chapel 1s built on 
lht'.! si te. Joh n. on leav ing school , _was 
ar,p1·enticed to n c-logger·. l:Ie g1·e~,, up tnto 
n powe r fu l ma n, ,·e ry detern11n ed and 
mnstedul; wandc.-ed frnm the q uiet palhs 
his pn rents walked in, and loYcd beer bettt: r 
than books. _J-fo was ab le to command gou, I 
wages. T his enabled him lo g rad uate 111 

the drunkard's school. 

LANCASHIRE'S '' GREATEST SON." 

On joining the 'l1e111pC'ra nce Society i_n J une. 
1832, he wont t he whole hog,_ and said good: 
bye to liquo,· fo r ever. His en.gerness fo 1 
olhers to do the same brought _n.b'!u t tl~e 
memorabl e meetiug in Josepb's Livesey s 
6 1, op on Angu, t 23. nli·eudy referred to;, ~ud 
on September I he became one of rhe 
Seven." 

The fac·r t hat he was the first mnn in_ 
Englund to s ign teetotal le1 to a number of 
«old and silver medals berng presented to 
h im, incl ud ing one from. Father i\Iathew. 
Whils t engaged ns stabonmas_ter on . the 
Preston nnd Wyre Railway, a s light acc1cle11t 
deprived him of sight. Prom this ~nd co,~­
dition ho was resto red by an operation p_e1 -
fo rruecl in London, where he had gone w1t-l1 
Jose1)h Livesey to attend t he C-rystnl Palace 
Fet6 in August, 1871. 

He was present at t he jubilee eelebr aticni.< 
in Manchester, and r ode in the Preston . G uild 
procession tbe snme year. Afte r a b rief ill­
ness be fel l a s leep on January 29, 1885, ngecl 
90. H e was laid to rest in the Southpo.-t 
Cemetery, and the Rev. Cha rles Garrett c~u­
ducted th e servi ce. John Kin::; did_ not 11 kt 
a lonely li fe so was married five tunes. 
spent an hour with one of his grancl­
daugh te rs a few clnys ago. 

Last but not least of "'I'be Se,en " comes 
J oseph L ivesey who was born at W nlton-le­
Dnle 011 Maret,' 5, 1794. If ever a man from 
his youth upward deserved the n ame of r e-



former and' snint. Joseph Livesey wns that 
man. Self-taught, h e became the philosoph Pr 
of homP ]if<' and tlrn whole duties of man. 
He had a passionate love for the poor. the 
courage to tell t h em th eir fnults, to trounce 
their oppressors. and point ant the better and 
fuller life. 

This is not the pince to clPtni l the ch~racter 
and labours of Lancashire's i:rentest son. nor 
nm T Pqual to such a glorious theme. Though 
the cella r of his borne from tli e nge of sevrn 
to 21 was this orphan we1 ver's school nn<I 
rollege, he became n peer nmongst men in­
tellectnn lly, one in whom the r P was neitlter 
meanness nor gnile. He attenclerl the Pari/Sh 
Church until he was being prepnrecl for con­
firmation at 16 This led him to realise t11e 
importance of s piritual t hings and ma n •~ 
duty to encb other. Being n keen obs~rvPr . 
he marvelled t hat practice wns so little in 
nccord with profession . so b e did not present 
hims elf for confirmation. 

J OSEP H LI V ES E Y' S COURTSH I P . 

'1.'hrnngh friends h e associated with the Bap­
t ists, but wns t erribly clisappointecl with w1int 
he witnessecl at an ordination dinner of one 
of their ministers. From then to the dose 
of his life his religion c01ild bP s nmni r<l 11p 
in n 1,entence: "I can best serve a n d JovP 
my ~faker. nn<l follow in t h e footsteps nf 
J esus, by loving a nd serving my fellom,, cwn 
ns H e did." 

H is <>onnection with the Baptis ts resnltecl, 
h owenr. in untold' bless ings to himself and 
others . Through th em b e heard of a Mi~/S 
Williams in Manchester , s o walked 30 mil PR 
to see her_. explai ned bis e rrand. then wnlkccl 
home n¥arn . content to know he migh t corrrs­
'J)Oncl with bn. H e saw he r twice after that 
before they were mnrried, which me~n t over 
100 _miles, of tramping, with a light heart to 
do it. 'Ihe ,~edcl1ng took pince in Liverpo .. i 
on Mny 30, 181:,, and th ey became one in heart· 
iu purpose a nd sacri fi ce. Joseph Li vese,: 
could n eve r have nccompl_is hed what he ,li;I 
hnt for her help nu~ busrness ability. She 
was a true, mother 1n I srael, ador ed bv ht,r 
d , ildren. :-,ho d ied M ny 19. 1869. nnd s'i, ould 
occu~y a. promrnent plqce in the Valhalla of 
H ero1c 'f eetotal Women . 

., I• 

.Joseph L1,·cscy·s ,·oicc, pen a-LHi pu1,5e wc ,-e 
l,uo;y seeking to up lift humanity iu a variet y 
of ways prio r to 1825, and i n 1831 be became 
a s~cond tit. Pau l. going Jong cllstunces lo pro­
cla11n the New Gospel of T eetota lis m , writin;: 
epistles and clc~oustratiug with badey, bee r , 
scales a nti chen11ca l appliances (e,·en from i hl' 
altars of P arish Churches) tha t Lu c re "'"" 
more n utrim~nt in a penny loaf than in n 
gallon of beer. Many who hcnrd this famou-, 
Malt Liquor Lecture were so inspired t hey 
became g ia nts in t he terupernncc 1Uoveu1e.nt. 

Never once iu sickness or health after 1831 
had the 1"nther of 'l'eet otalism any use (or 
the poisoned cup. So to the last he fought 
n good fight, kept the pledge, nnd died 
honoured and be.lo,·cd on September 2, 1881. 

~ucli as far as research reveals, were "'rho 
Seven Men of Preston." Some of t hem wor e 
nut fai thful unto death, but a t least t h ey 
i 11Pcl . T hey furmccl ,:c society lluit ma11J· g-oc:d 
people ibon regarded us 11 bright idea of the 
devil, lhc i·efor e blasphemous, and mus t encl 
in failure. Thus it was t hat teetotnl meet­
ings were rarely opened wit h prayer. Not­
withstanding fears withi n, and oppos ition 
wilhoul, t hey lit t he sacred I.ire th:it wi lJ 
never be extillguis he<l. lt is we ll , therefore, 
t hat t heir names be hold UJ everlasting 
r emembrance. 

A BLACKB URN CONVERT. 

When the Inst tribute of respect had beeu 
paid at J osepb L ivesey's graveside , the ques­
t ion was asked: •' Wha t s ha ll we do i11 
honour 0 1' the F ather of T eetotalism?" '!R«ise 
a suitable memor ia l," was the r eply, and 
.£500 was at once promised towards i t. Th is 
fond stood in the 1913 r eport at a va lne of 
.£2,9•18. The centenary yea r will probably sec 
some movement towards realising lho prac­
t ical tlesiro expressed 48 yen.r s ago. 

On ly the birthplace of one of '"!'be Seve n·• 
is known to exist-that of J oseph Livesey . 
l visi ted it with Wil liam Li vesey on bis 90tb 
birt hday, and whilst in t he cellar, with i ts 
sad nud glor ious associations, the vow was 
made t ha t some day n tablet should be 
pl nced over the lintel of the front door, that 
a ll who passed by might know what a 
gren.t soul was bo1·n there. 



Ycat·s later, when tl.e proper ty catnc 0 11 
the ma ,·ket, I purcha1;ecl i l. aud a bronze 
tablet was affixed, a ud ~l rs. Lewis un voil('d 
it ou :March 10, 1923. 

All rno,·emcnts have 1·he ir unkn own he roes 
and he roines. Hea lis ing t'his, it is only just 
that I sbou lcl conclude with J oseph L ivesey's 
uwn comme nts , in 1868, on H 'l'li c Seven " a nd 
thei r s uccessors. 
"These, then. were ' 'L'he ::ie,·en Alen • so 

often 1·efcr red to. Jt is . howeve r , but justi~e 
to sny Llint though their s igniug: gave a g reat 
impcttis to t be cause, the1·e we1·c many 
others who did a g reat dea l more to fo1·ward 
it5 s uccess tha n these ' Seven.' Amoug,t 
th ose who really deser ve to be ca lled the 
Men of Pres ton fo r tbei r early de,·otiou to 
tb is noble enter pr ise, I may mention the 
fv llowi ng: James Tea r e, Ed ward Grubb. 
'l'homas Swind le hurs t. \ Villia111 Haworth 
(' S lende r Billy 'i, Jnmes Broughton, Henry 
Auderton, Henry Brndley (secr et,_,ry), Joseph 
Hic-hn r clson Ridrnrd 'J.'u r ner (' Dicky '), \ \'ii. 
li a m Grc(r~ry . J onatha n Simpson, Robert 
J o lly, Geo~·ge Cartwright. J oseph Dearden, 
J ubn Bimson, Thomas Os bnlcleston, J ohn 
Ha r ton, Robert Charnley. Thomas Wa lmsley, 
Jau1cs Stcpht:i. nson, G eorg-o 'rouhnin, Sam uel 
Smalley. J ohn Waller, Miles P ennington , 
J olw Brade, a nd some others. 

·' They we re devoted to the cau_sc-visito rs, 
t1act dis t ri butors, s peakers ; wi t h two or 
t h 1·ce except ions nil we ,·e wo rk ing men : 
about ha lf of the m reformed drunkards." 

Some of these men, \\'ith J oseph Livesey, 
walked up King-st r eet, Blnck burn, on Eas te r 
Monday, 1835. They passed by a eel la r 
fac i11g .J\Jo11tngue-street in whi ch l ived a young 
11Ian w ho had formerly bC'en a scholar in 
J oseph Livescy's Night School. but had 
passed into t he captivity of stl'O n~ drink . 
That n ight he went to hear these men in the 
t hea t re, .signed the pledge, nncl about fou r 
n1011 t h,; J,, t e r was ~m ployccl by J ose ph Li vesey 
b blaze the tra il of teet:otnh sm 1111~·whero 
and eve ryw here. I n thnt lns k none wa~ 
111o re e 11 t husiastic n ncl s uccessful, none morn 
f:iith fnl 11111·0 death than the Man of Black­
h11 n 1, 'l'ltomns Whittake r. the firs t pa id tee• 
tcta l missionary 

u Let us uuw vrciisc Janious 1ncn:'' 


